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WHAT does God mean when He
says to be perfect, to be holy?
Does He demand something

that He will not provide the power to
accomplish? "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father is in heaven is
perfect." Matthew 5:48.

Proverbs 30:5-6 tells us lhat every
word must be pure. Pure \vords can only
come from pure thoughts, and pure
thoughts will result in a pure life. What
about our reading, lclcvision, radio?

"The apostle sought to teach the believ-
ers how important it is to kecp the mind
from wandering to forbidden themes or
from spending its energies on trifling sub-
jects. Those who would not fall a prey to
Salan's devices, must guard well the ave-
nues of the they must avoid reading,
seeing, or hearing that which will suggest
impure thoughts. The mind must not be left
to dwell at random upon every subject that
the enemy of souls may suggest. The heart
must be faithfully sentineled, or evils with-
out will awaken evils within, and the soul
will wander in darkness. 'Gird lip the loins
or your mind: Peter wrote, 'be sober, and
hope to the end for thc grace that is to be
brought unto you a1 the revelation of Jesus
Christ; ... not fashioning yourselves ac-
cording to the former lusts in your igno-
rance: but as He which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; because it is written, Be ye
holy; ... lor I am holy.' I Peter I: 15-16."
The Acts a/the Apostles, 518-519.

Many excuse themselves by declaring
that it is impossible to overcome sin in this
life. They say, "The proof is that we have
tried a thousand limes and have failed.
Therefore, perfeCtion of character-holi-
ness. sanctification-is somethingGod will
have to perfonn for us at Jesus' coming."
Many Adventists have come to this fateful
conclusion. "He [Satan] is constantly seek-
ing to deceive the followers of Christ with

2 0/1,. Fi,./II FOImdaliml January 1995

his fatal sophistry that it is impossible lor
them to overcome." The Great Conflv-

489.
How can we overcome? Let us exam-

ine the inspired words of our prophet on
this very important subject:

"We have before us the holiest
example. In thought, word, and deed Jesus
was sinless. Perlection marked all that He
did. He points us to the path that lie trod,
saying, "Irany man will come after me, let
him deny himsel f. and take up his cross,
and follow me.' Matthew 16:24.

"Men and women frame many ex-
cuses for their proneness to sin. Sin is
represented as a necessity, an evi I that
cannot be overcome. But sin is not a
necessity. Christ lived in this world from
infancy to manhood, and during that time
lie met and resisted all the temptations by
which man is beset. lie is a perrect pattern
ofchildhood, of yolith, of manhood." The
Faith I Live By, 219.

In 2 Peter I: 12, we are told to be
established in present truth. Perfection of
our character is present truth.

"We have no doubt, neither have we
had a doubt for years, that the doctrines
we hold today are present truth, and that
we are nearing the judgment. We are
preparing to meet Him who, escorted by a
retinue of holy angels, is to appear in the
clouds of heaven to give the faithful and
the just the finishing touch ofimmortaliry.
When He comes He is not to cleanse us of
our sins, to remove from us the defects in
our characters, or to cure us of the infirmi-
ties of our tempers and dispositions. If
wrought for us at all, this work will all be
accomplished before that time." Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 355.

"We can overcome. Yes: fully, entirely.
Jesus died to make a way of escape for us,
that we might overcome every evil temper,
every sin, every temptation, and sit down at
last with Him:' Ibid., vol. I, 144.

Many will then inquire, How can any-
one be saved? The answer is in the follow-
ing inspired statement by our prophet
Ellen White:

"Many of us fail to improve our privi-
leges. We make a few feeble ellorts to do

right, and then go back to our old life of
sin. If we ever enter the kingdom ofGod,
we must enter with perfect characters, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing." Messages (0 Young People, 105.

"Will man take hold of divine power,
and with detenninatiol1 and perseverance
resist Satan, as Christ has given him
example in His connict with the foe in the
wilderness of temptation? God cannot
save man against his will from the power
of Satan's artifices. Man must work with
his human power, aided by the divine
pmverofChrist, to resist and to conquer at
any cost to himself. In short, man must
overcome as Christ overcame." Testimo-
nies, vol. 4, 32-33.

We have apart in God's plan to save us.
We must work with our human power aided
by Ilis divine power, and then we can
overcome as Christ overcame. When we do
our part, total submission ofour will to His
will, then we will be victorious over all
hereditary and cultivated weaknesses to
sin. See Christ ;. Object Lessons, 312.

"It is by the Spirit that the heart is made
pure. Through the Spirit the believer be-
comes a partaker of the divine nature.
Christ has given II is Spirit as a divine
power to overcome all hereditary and culti-
vated tendencies to evil, and to impress His
own character upon His church." The De-
sire 0/Ages, 671. See Thoughts From the
MOl/l1t a/Blessing, 100-10 I.

The inspired words of God in our Bi-
bles and the Testimonies of Jesus through
the writings ofour prophet Ellen White will
guide us into all truth, present truth. Holi-
ness as perfection ofcharacter wi II increase
in God's saints in this nnal hour of the great
controversy as a spontaneous response to
the great sacrifice of Heaven to save the
human race. Perfection and holiness ofour
character are present truth. The mighty
demonstration of His love, that God has
been waiting for one hundred years to
rcveal will then be made by His remnant
people. Finally, probation will close and
Jesus will come. 0

Ron Spear, EI)ITOR
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'Wit\ljouc:RECELUE thE
.-£a1tE7- c:Rain?

I N the most solemn terms the prophet
Jeremiah explained why the latter rain
could not fall upon the Jews of his

days. "They say, If a man put away his
wife, and she go from him, and become
another man's, shall he return unto her
again? shall not that land be greatly pol-
luted? but thou hast played the harlot with
many lovers; yet return again to me, saith
the Lord. Lift up thine eyes unto the high
places, and see where thou hast not been
lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for
them, as the Arabian in the wilderness;
and thou hast polluted the land with thy
whoredoms and with thy wickedness.
Therefore the showers have been with-
holden, and there hath been no latter rain;
and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou
refusedst to be ashamed." Jeremiah 3: 1-3.

In talking about the early and latter rain
God used language clearly understood by
every Jew. We must keep in mind that,
being a Mediterranean nation, the climatic
conditions were consistent with that region.
That climate is very similar to that of
California and that of South Australia. In
such a climate almost all the rain falls in

winter, leaving the summers exceedingly
dry. God made promises to Israel in terms
of the literal latter rain. "I will give you the
rain ofyour land in his due season, the first
rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest
gather in thy com, and thy wine, and thine
oiL" Deuteronomy 11:14.

Early rain (former or first rain) is that
which fell during the middle to late autumn.
This rain was necessary for the germination
of the seed and for the beginning of the
growth of the plant. It was important that
the seed be in the ground before the begin-
ning of the early rain, and the Jews prayed
earnestly that the rain would come quickly
once they had sown the seed.

It was always a difficult process, for as
the grain was scattered, there were myriads
of birds and insects that would attack and
eat as much of the broadcast grain as
possible. Once the rain came, very quickly
the seed would germinate and the roots
would begin moving into the soil and the
green shoot would appear. It would grow
for a certain time, and then during the long
winter months lay dormant, until the
warmth of the spring would bring it to life

again. As the farmer looked to the heavens
for signs of the oncoming clouds and the
promise ofrain, he knew that if that rain did
not come there would be no harvest.

The latter rain, as it was called, was
necessary for the final maturity of the
plant and for the rapid development of the
harvest grain.

The grain was then harvested, usually in
early summer, just prior to the Feast of
Pentecost. Thus God took this annual event
as an illustration of the preparation of His
people for the final crisis of the world's
history. The latter rain usually ended before
the time ofthe Passover. "The first ofthese
festivals, the Passover, the feast of unleav-
ened bread, occurred in Abib, the first
month ofthe Jewish year, corresponding to
the last of March and the beginning of
April. The cold ofwinter was past, the latter
rain had ended, and all nature rejoiced in the
freshness and beauty of the springtime."
Patriarchs and Prophets, 537.
"In the East the former rain falls at the

sowing time. It is necessary in order that
the seed may germinate. Under the influ-
ence of the fertilizing showers, the tender
shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling
near the close of the season, ripens the
grain and prepares it for the sickle." Testi-
monies to Ministers, 506 .

Jeremiah put it this way, "Neither say
they in their heart, Let us now fear the
Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the
former and the latter, in his season: he
reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of
the harvest." Jeremiah 5:24.

Using this same experience the
prophet Hosea draws spiritual lessons to
be learned from the early and latter rains:
"Then shall we know, if we follow on to
know the Lord: his going forth is prepared
as the morning; and he shall come unto us
as the rain, as the latter and former rain
unto the earth." Hosea 6:3.

Through the latter rain many impor-
tant results will follow that are necessary
for the completion of God's work upon
the earth and the preparation for the har-
vest of the world. The latter rain will fall
with much greater power than the former
rain. "Be glad then, ye children of Zion,
and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he
hath given you the former rain moder-
ately, and he will cause to come down for
you the rain, the former rain, and the latter
rain in the first month." Joel 2:23.

The Final Events

While we marvel at the manifestation of
the power of God in apostolic times-the

Colin D. Standish
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U nless we are daily advancing in the
exemplification of the active Christian

virtues, we shall not recognize the
manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter
rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us,
but we shall not discern or receive it."

ministry of the apostles-yet we must ex-
pect vastly greater manifestations of the
power of God at the end of time. The
foIlowing quotations give some idea of
what wiIl take place during the time of the
latter rain:

I) First and' foremost, it wiIl be a time
when the gospel commission wiIl be fin-
ished and many wiIl accept the truth:
"Notwithstanding the agencies combined
against the truth, a large number take their
stand upon the Lord's side." The Great
Controversy, 612.

2) Under the power of the Holy Spirit
the work wiIl be carried earnestly by faith-
ful people: "Servants of God, with their
faces lighted up and shining with holy
consecration, wiIl hasten from place to
place to proclaim the message from heaven.
By thousands of voices, allover the earth,
the warning wiIl be given.... The message
wiIl be carried not so much by argument as
by the deep conviction ofthe Spirit ofGod.
The arguments have been presented. The
seed has been sown, and now it wiIl spring
up and bear fruit." Ibid.

3 (The publications that have been
distributed over many years wiIl now do
their mighty work as men and women are
drawn by the Holy Spirit to review the
books that they have purchased or have
been given them: "The publications dis-
tributed by missionary workers have ex-
erted their influence, yet many whose
minds were impressed have been pre-
vented from fuIly comprehending the
truth or from yielding obedience. Now the
rays of light penetrate everywhere, the
truth is seen in its clearness, and the
honest children of God sever the bands
which have held them. Family connec-
tions, church relations, are powerless to
stay them now. Truth is more precious
than all besides." Ibid.

4) There wiIl be mighty manifesta-
tions of the prophetic gift at this time:
"And it shall come to pass afterward, that
I wiIl pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shaIl see vi-
sions." Joel 2:28.

5) Miracles of healing wiIl take place
under the power of the latter rain: "Mir-
acles wiIl be wrought, the sick wiIl be
healed, and signs and wonders will foIlow
the believers." Ibid.

6) Satan wiIl also counterfeit these
miracles: "Satan also works, with lying
wonders, even bringing down fire from
heaven in the sight ofmen. See Revelation
13: 13. Thus the inhabitants ofthe earth wiIl

be brought to take their stand." Ibid.
7) Not only wiIl the church be purified

of sin immediately prior to the latter rain,
but at the time of the latter rain faulty
organization wiIl be swept away: "Under
the showers of the Jatter rain the inven-
tions of man, the human machinery, will
at times be swept away, the boundary of
man's authority will be as broken reeds,
and the Holy Spirit will speak through the
living, human agent, with convincing
power. No one then wiIl watch to see if
the sentences are weIl rounded off, if the

grammar is faultless. The living water wiIl
flow in God's own channels." Selected
Messages, book 2, 58-59.

8) It soon foIlows that the remnant
wiIl be delivered: "And it shaIl come to
pass, that whosoever shaIl caIl on the
name ofthe Lord shaIl be delivered: for in
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shaIl be
deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in
the remnant whom the Lord shaIl caIl."
Joel 2:32.

How to Prepare

But far more important than even the
manifestations of the laner rain are the
necessary preparations of each of our
hearts to receive the latter rain. There are
weIl-defined necessary conditions for
every human being who would receive the
pouring out ofGod's Holy Spirit:

I) AIl must understand their deep need.
"Every individual must realize his own
necessity." Testimonies to Ministers, 507.

2) The heart must be whoIly cleansed.
"The heart must be emptied of every
defilement and cleansed for the indweIl-
ing of the Spirit. It was by the confession
and forsaking ofsin, by earnest prayer and
consecration of themselves to God, that
the early disciples prepared for the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of
Pentecost. The same work, only in greater
degree, must be done now. Then the
human agent had only to ask for the
blessing, and wait for the"LoJd to perfect

the work concerning him." Ibid.
"Not one of us wiIl receive the seal of

God while our characters have one spot or
stain upon them. It is left with us to
remedy the defects in our characters, to
cleanse the soul temple of every defile-
ment. Then the latter rain wiIl fall upon us
as the early rain feIl upon the disciples on
the day of Pentecost." Testimonies/or the
Church, vol. 5, 214.

3) We must live up to all the light that
God has revealed to us. "Only those who
are living up to the light they have wiIl

receive greater light. Unless we are daily
advancing in the exemplification of the
active Christian virtues, we shall not rec-
ognize the manifestations of the Holy
Spirit in the latter rain. It may be faIling
on hearts all around us, but we shaIl not
discern or receive it." Testimonies to Min-
isters, 507.

4) The latter rain wiIl be ministered to
all who appropriate it and act upon it.
"We must not wait for the latter rain. It is
coming upon all who wiIl recognize and
appropriate the dew and showers of grace
that fall upon us. When we gather up the
fragments of when we appreciate
the sure mercies of God, who loves to
have us trust Him, then every promise wiIl
be fulfiIled." The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 984.
"Amid the confusing cries, 'La, here

is Christ! Lo, there is Christ!' wiIl be
borne a special testimony, a special mes-
sage of truth appropriate for this time,
which message is to be received, believed,
and acted upon." Ibid.

5) We must avoid all obscure and
speculative ideas. "It is the truth, not
fanciful ideas, that is efficacious. The
eternal truth of the Word will stand forth
!Tee !Tom all seduetive errors and spiritu-
alistic interpretations, free from all fanci-
fuIly drawn, alluring pictures. Falsehoods
will be urged upon the attention ofGod's
people, but the truth is to stand clothed in
its beautiful, pure garments. The Word,

Continued on 22
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CONFESS your faults one to an-
other, and pray onc lor another.
that ye may be healed. The elfee-

tual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." .lames 5:16. If these
words of inspiration were obeyed, they
would lead to such results as are set forth
by the apostle Peter: " Seeing ye have
purified your souls in obe) ing the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently." I Peter 1:22,

All are fallible, all make mistakes and
fall inLO sin; but if the wrongdoer is
willing to sec his errors, as they are made
plain by the convicting Spirit ofGod, and

in humility of heart will confess them to
God and to the brethren, then he may be
restored; then the wound that sin has made
will be healed. If this course were pur-
sued, there would be in the church much
1110re childlikc simplicity and brotherly
love, heart beating in unison with heart.

The ministers of the Word, and others
who fill responsible positions, as well as
the body of the church, need this spirit of
humility and contrition. The apostle Peter
\Hites to those who labor in the gospel:
" Feed the flock of God which is al110ng
you, taking the oversight thereof, nOl by
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as

being lords over God's heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock. And when the
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall re-
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not
away. Likewise, ye younger, submit your·
selves unto thc elder. Yea, all of you be
subject one to another, and be clothed
with humility: for God rcsisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble. Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand ofGod, that he may exalt you in due
time: casting all your care upon him; for
he careth for you." I Peter 5:2-7.

The prophet Daniel was drawing very
near to God when he was seeking Him
with confession and humiliation of soul.
He did not try to excuse himself or his
people, but acknowlcdged the full extent
of their transgression. In their behal I' he
confessed sins of which he himself was
not guilty, and besought the merey of
God, that hc might bring his brethren to
see their sins, and with him to humble
their hearts before lhe Lord.

But I am now speaking of actual mis·
takes and errors that those who really love
God and the truth sometimes commit.
There is manilested on the part of men in
responsible positions an unwillingness to
confess where they have been in the \vrong;
and their neglect is working disaster. not
only to themselves, but to the churches. Our
people everywhere have great need ofhum-
bling the heart before God, and confessing
their sins. But when it is known that their
ministers, elders, or other responsible men,
have taken wrong positions, and yet excuse
themselves and make no confession, the
members of the church too often follow the
same course. Thus many souls are endan·
gered, and the presence and power of God
are shut away from His people.

The apostle Pau I exhorts, ,. Li ft up the
hands which hang down, and the feeble
knees; and make straight paths for your
feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of
the way; but let it ralher be healed." He-
brews 12:12-13. What haml has been
wrought through neglect to heed this admo-
nition! Suppose that one brother misjudges
another. He might have had Oppol1unity to
learn whether his suspicions were well
founded; but instead of waiting to do this,
he repeats to others his sumlisings. Thus
evil thoughts are stirred in them. and the
evil becomes widespread. And all the time
the one pronounced guilty is not told of the
matter; there is no investigation. no inquiry
is made directly of him, so that he may have
an opportunity either to acknowledge his
fault or to clear himself from unjust suspi-
ciOll. ;\ serious wrong has been done him

6 0",. Firm Foundation January 1995



That God who marks the fall of a sparrow,
marks your deportment and your feelings;

He marks your envy, your prejudice, your
attempt to justify your action in the least matter
of injustice.

because his brethren had not the moral
courage to go directly to him and talk with
him freely in the spirit 01' Christian love.
From all who have thus neglected their
duty, confession is due; and none will
shrink from it who deem it of any impor-
tance for them to seek to answer the prayer
of Christ: "Neither pray I for these alone,
but lor them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as
we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in one; and that
the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved
me." John 17:20-23.

How can this pI"dyer be answered by one
who has wronged his brother. and whose
heart is not softened by the grace ofChrisl so
that he will make confession? How can his
brethren, who know the laets, still have
unshaken confidence in him, while he seems
to feel no conviction ofthe Spirit ofGod? He
is doing a wrong to the whole church, and
especially ifhe occupies a position ofrespon-
sibiliLy; for he is encouraging others Lo
disregard O,e Word of God, to pass along
WiOl sins unconlessed. Many a one will say
in heart, if not in words, "There is an elder of
the church; he does not make confession of
his errors, and yet he remains an honored
member ofthe chureh. Ifhe does not confess,
neither will I. If he feels that it is perfectly
sate tor him not to show any contrition, I, too,
will risk it"

This reasoning is all wrong; neverthe-
less it is common. The church is leavened
with the spirit of self·justi fication, a
sition to confess nothing, to make no signs
of humiliation. Who is willing to bear the
responsibility of this state of things? Who
has turned the lame out of the way?

My brethren, if you have thus placed a
stumbling stone in the path of others, your
first duty is to remove it, by doingjustice to
your brother. You have thought evil of him,
you have said things untrue, because you
have gathered up hearsay; you worked in
blindness of mind, and now, if you would
cure the wound, confess your mistake, and
seek to be in complete harmony with your
brother. This is the only way to correct your
errors. Confess to your brother, and bind
him close to your heart, so that you can
labor together in love and unity. The rules
are plainly laid down in God's Word.
Whether you have been a minister, the
president or a Conference, the superinten-

dent ofa Sabbath school, or a teacher in the
Sabbath school, or have held important
positions in any branch of the work. there is
but one right course for you to pursue.

If you have misjudged your brother, if
you have in the least degree weakened his
inOuence, so that the message which God has
given him to bear has been made of little or
no eflbct, your sin does not rest merely with
the individual, but you have resisted the
Spirit ofGod; your attitude, your words, have
been against your Saviour. Jesus says, "
much as ye have done it unto one ofthe least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto

me." Matthew 25:40. lie identifies His inter-
est with that ofeve!)' human soul, believer or
unbeliever. That God who marks the fall ora
sparrow, marks your deportment and your
feelings; He marks your envy, your
dice, your attempt to justify your action in the
least matter of injustice. When you miscon-
ceive the words and acts ofanother, and your
own feelings are stirred, so that you make
incorrect statements, and it is known that you
are at variance with your brother, you lead
others, through their confidence in you, to
regard him just as you do; and the root of
bitterness springing up, many are defi led.
When it is evident that your feelings are
incon'ee!, do you try just as diligently to
remove the erroneous impressions as you did
to make them? In these matters the Spirit of
Christ has been grieved. The Saviour ac-
counts these things as done to Himself.

Now God requires that you who have
thus done the least injustice to another shall
confess your fault, not only to the one you
have injured, but to those who through your
influence have been led to regard their
brother in a false Iight, and to make of none
eflect the work God has given him to do. If
pride and stubbornness close your lips,
your sin will stand against you on the
heavenly record. By repentance and confes-
sion you can have pardon registered against
your name; or you can resist the conviction
or the Spirit of God, and, during the rest of
your lile, work to make it appear that your
wrong feelings and unjust conclusions

could not be helped. But there stands the
action; there stands the evil commilted;
there stands the ruin of those in whose
hearts you planted the root of bitterness;
there are the feelings and words of envy, of
evil-surmising, that grew into jealousy and
prejudice. All these testify against you. The
Lord declares, "I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast lert thy first love.
Remember there lore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place,
exceptlhou repent." Revelation 2:4-5.

The question is not whether you sec as
your brother does on conlroverted points;
but what spirit has characterized your
actions? Ilave you an experience in close
self-examination, in humbling the heart
before God? I-lave you made it a practice
of your Ii fe to confess your errors to God
and to your brethren? All are liable to err;
therefore the Word ofGod tells us plainly
how to correct and heal these mistakes.
None can say that he never makes a
mistake, that he never sinned at all; but it
is imp0l1ant to consider what disposition
you make or these wrongs. The apostle
Paul made grievous mistakes, all the time
thinking that he was doing God service;
but when the Spirit of the Lord set the
matter before him in its true light, he
confessed his wrongdoing, and alterward
acknowledged the great mercy of God in
forgiving his transgression. You also may
have done wrong, thinking you were per-
fectly right; but when time reveals your
error, then it is your duty to humble the
heart, and confess your sin. Fall on the
Rock and be broken; then Jesus can give
you a new heart, a new spirit.

The words or David are the pI"dyer of
the repentant soul: " Have mcrcy upon me,
o God, according to thy lovingkindness:
according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash
me throughly from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge

Continued on 26
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need not despair. What you need to under-
stand is the true force ofthe will. This is the
governing power in the nature ofman, the
power ofdecision, or ofchoice. Everything
depends on the right action ofthe will. The
power ofchoice God has given to men; it is
theirs to exercise. You cannot change your
heart, you cannot ofyourselfgive to God its
affections; but you can choose to serve
Him. You can give Him your will; He will
then work in you to will and to do according
to His good pleasure. Thus your whole
nature will be brought under the control of
the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be
centered upon Him, your thoughts will be
in harmony with Him." Steps to Christ, 47.

The battlefield of the great controversy
is centered in the realm of the mind, and
most specifically in the part of the mind
which conducts the thought process. The
five powers ofthe mind which contribute to
the process of making a choice are con-
science, reason, memory, affections, and
the will. Without the sanctifYing influence
of the Divine Presence all of these powers
are under the rightful dnminion of Satan.
With the Divine Presence they are under the
dominion of Christ. There is no middle
ground, for vacillation is also choice:
"The higher attributes of His being it

is our privilege to have, if we will,
through the provisions He has made, ap-
propriate these blessings and diligently
cultivate the good in the place of the evil.
We have reason, conscience, memory,
will, affections-all the attributes a hu-
man being can possess. Through the pro-
vision made when God and the Son of
God made a covenant to rescue man from
the bondage of Satan, every facility was
provided that human nature should come
into union with His divine nature. In such
a nature was our Lord tempted. He could
have yielded to Satan's lying suggestions
as did Adam, but we should adore and
glorifY the Lamb ofGod that He did not in
a single point yield one jot or one tittle."
Selected Messages, book 3, 130-131.

The heavenly solution, since Adam
chose to sin, is a time ofprobation that men
may choose to receive the provisions ofthe
gospel. This solution not only answers the
claims of the broken law, but also restores
to man the presence of the Divine, which
also provides the power to live without
sinning. The provisions of the gospel an-
swer every need ofa person, or anyone who
accepts and applies them to his life. But the
gospel not only supplies the need of indi-
vidual sinners, it also resolves the fallen
condition which Adam brought upon all the
human race when he sinned:

IJeff Pippenger I

gospel. The divine remedy for our inher-
ited separation from divinity because of
Adam's transgression is likewise hung
upon our exercise of choice:
"Many are inquiring, 'How am I to

make the surrender ofmyself to God?' You
desire to give yourself to Him, but you are
weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt,
and controlled by the habits of your life of
sin. Your promises and resolutions are like
ropes of sand. You cannot control your
thoughts, your impulses, your affections.
The knowledge of your broken promises
and forfeited pledges weakens your confi-
dence in your own sincerity, and causes you
to feel that God cannot accept you; but you

eftdsDar
THE plan of salvation for mankind

was set in motion when Adam and
Eve chose to exercise their wills in

opposition to the revealed will of God.
Sin with its subsequent separation from
divinity was introduced to mankind
through the exercise ofAdam's will, as he
chose against God and accepted the prem-
ises of Satan. The original destiny of
mankind hung upon the exercise of
choice.

Among the many ramifications of
Adam's choice, the primary consequence
was the loss of the Divine Presence within
Adam's very being. To restore this Divine
Presence has been the purpose of the
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The honor of Christ must stand complete in
the perfection of the character ofHis

chosen people. He desires that they shall
represent His character to the world.

"The inheritance of children is that of
sin. Sin has separated them from God. Jesus
gave His life that He might unite the broken
links to God. As related to the first Adam,
men receive from him nothing but guilt and
the sentence of death. But Christ steps in
and passes over the ground where Adam
fell, enduring every test in man's behalf. He
redeems Adam's disgraceful failure and fall
by coming forth from the trial untarnished.
This places man on vantage ground with
God. It places him where through accepting
Christ as His Saviour, he becomes a par-
taker ofthe divine nature. Thus he becomes
connected with God and Chris!." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 9,236.

Just as Adam's individual choice
brought the results of sin upon himself and
the entire human race, so too, the gospel
contains the power to redeem, not only
persons, but all ofmankind. The gospel not
only provides the remedy for the fallen
nature which every man receives by birth,
but it also remedies the problem of our
individual sins. The gospel was designed to
redeem not only the members ofthe family,
but also the entire human family.
"In the council of heaven, provision

was made that men, though transgressors,
should not perish in their disobedience, but,
through faith in Christ as their Substitute
and Surety, might become the elect ofGod
predestined unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself according to the
good pleasure ofHis will. God wills that all
men should be saved; for ample provision
has been made, in giving His only-begotten
Son to pay man's ransom. Those who
perish will perish because they refuse to be
adopted as children ofGod through Christ
Jesus." Signs ofthe Times, January 2, 1893.

The redemption of all of humanity, of
course, has not been the result, but God
intends to demonstrate that the power and
the provision to save all mankind were
nevertheless contained in the gospel.
"All the humiliation which Christ en-

dured was in behalfof the fallen race, that
man might have the mind ofChris!. Christ
revealed to the world the love of God for
fallen man and the perfect love which He
bore His Father. And in humanity this
same love is to be revealed. In the fallen
race the very image of God is to be
reflected. The cold heart is to be quick-
ened and glow with divine love. It is to
beat in unison with the heart of the Re-
deemer. The honor of Christ must stand
complete in the perfection of the character
ofHis chosen people. He desires that they
shall represent His character to the
world." Ibid., November 25, 1897.

"Of the Spirit Jesus said, 'He shall
glorify me.' The Saviour came to glorify
the Father by the demonstration ofHis love;
so the Spirit was to glorify Christ by
revealing His grace to the world. The very
image ofGod is to be reproduced in human-
ity. The honor ofGod, the honor ofChrist,
is involved in the perfection ofthe character
of His people." The Desire ofAges, 671.

There have been those who accepted
the gospel provisions and attained unto
perfection of character:
"In every period of this earth's his-

tory, God has had His men ofopportunity,

to whom He has said, 'Ye are my wit-
nesses.' In every age there have been
devout men, who gathered up the rays of
light as they flashed upon their pathway,
and who spoke to the people the words of
God. Enoch, Noah, Moses, Daniel, and
the long roll of patriarchs and prophets-
these were ministers of righteousness.
They were not infallible; they were weak,
erring men; but the Lord wrought through
them as they gave themselves to His
service." Gospel Workers, 13.

"They gave themselves to His serv-
ice," is an expression which identifies that
they made a choice to receive and retain
the Divine Presence. What Christ espe-
cially intended for 1888, and what He
waits upon today, is this experience to be
attained by the group which He calls His
"bride."
"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give

honour to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready." Revelation 19:7.

"Christ is waiting with longing desire
for the manifestation of Himself in His
church. When the character of Christ shall
be perfectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own." Christ's Object Lessons, 69.

Over one hundred years ago the gos-
pel clock was ready to announce that the
time for God's bride to arise was fulfilled,
but through the action of choice this dem-
onstration was put on hold:

"The Lord has been calling His people.
In a most marked manner He has revealed
His divine presence. But the message and
the messengers have not been received but
despised. I longed that those who have
greatly needed the message of divine love
would hear Christ's knock at the door ofthe
heart, and let the heavenly guest enter. But
at the hearts of some Jesus has knocked in
vain. In rejecting the message given at
Minneapolis, men committed sin. They
have committed far greater sin by retaining
for years the same hatred against God's
messengers, by rejecting the truth that the

Holy Spirit has been urging home. By
making light ofthe message given, they are
making light of the Word of God. Every
appeal rejected, every entreaty unheeded,
furthers the work of heart-hardening, and
places them in the seat of the scornful."
1888 Materials, 913.

U The time will come when many will
be willing to do anything and evetything
possible in order to have a chance of
hearing the call which they rejected at
Minneapolis. God moved upon hearts, but
many yielded to another spirit, which was
moving upon their passions from beneath.
Oh, that these poor souls would make
thorough work before it is everlastingly
too late. Better opportunities will never
come, deeper feelings they will not have."
Ibid., 1030-1031.

Mrs. White said, "I longed that those
who have greatly needed the message of
divine love would hear Christ's knock at
the door of the heart, and let the heavenly
guest enter," connecting the rejection
which occurred at Minneapolis in 1888
with the Laodicean message. In 1888,
God called for His people, as a corporate
body, to receive the promise of the Divine
Presence, in order to demonstrate the
power of the gospel in a corporate sense.
This rejection of the offer of the Divine
Presence was, and still is, an action of
Laodicea's corporate mind.

"There is a bracing of the mind, an
opposition of the soul brought to the investi-
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The light that is to lighten the whole earth
with its glory was resisted, and by the

action of our own brethren has been in a great
degree kept away from the world.

gation of the Scriptures. This leaves such
souls where Satan can impress them. In
Minneapolis God gave precious gems of
truth to His people in nc\>\ scttings. This light
from heaven by some was rejected ",ith all
the stubbornness the Jews manifested in
rejecting Christ and there was much talk
about standing by the old landmarks. But
there was evidence they knew not what the
old landmarks were. There Vlas evidence and
there was reasoning from the Word that

commended itself to the conscience; but the
minds ofmen were fixed, sealed against the
entrance oflighL because they had decided it
was a dangerous error removing the 'old
landmarks' when it was not moving a peg of
the old landmarks, but they had pervened
ideas ofwhat constituted the old landmarks."
Ibid.,518.

Mrs. White brought to light that His
people. through a bracing of the mind.
decided to reject this light from heaven.
Notice that this choice was made against
sound reasoning which commended itself
to the conscience. In 1888, God's people
in the corporate sense chose not to receive
the Divine Presence. Like unto Adam,
Mrs. White pointed to the action of the
mind as that which primarily was respon-
sible for the rejection of the Divine Pres-
ence in 1888:

.. An unwillingness to yield up precon-
ceived opinions, and to accept this truth,
lay at the (oundation ofo large share of the
opposition manifested at Minneapolis
against the Lord's message through
Brethren IE.!.I Waggoner and [A.T.I
Jones. By exciting that opposition Sa13.n
succeeded in shutting away from our peo-
ple. in a great measure, the special power
of the Holy Spirit that God longed to
impan to them. The enemy prevented
them from obtaining that efficiency which
might have been theirs in carrying the
truth to the world, as thc apostles pro-
claimed it after the day of Pentecost. The
light that is to lighten the whole eanh with
its glory was resisted. and by the action of
our own brethren has been in a great
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degree kept away from the world." Se-
lected Messages. book 1.234-235.

Ilistory verifies that minds void of the
Divine Presence have attempted to deny
that a corporate choice was made by His
people in 1888 and afterward. This denial
is manifested either through avoiding the
subject or through a perversion of history.
Since 1888 we have llilfilled the "reap
what you sow" principle, by developing a
corresponding experience to our denial of

the experience intended for us in 1888,
"lor as he thinketh in his hean, so is he."
Proverbs 23:7.

The corporate blindness which has
taken place since 1888, has produced a
groupthink mentality which can do noth-
ing but renect the Iruits of its ongoing
choices. Paul specifically identilied those
who refuse the power contained in the
everlasting gospel:

"!laving a form of godliness. but de-
nying the power thereof: from such tum
away." 2 Timothy 3:5.

Mrs. White clearly presented this pas-
sage in Second Timothy as speaking to
those within Adventism who have re-
jected the experience of sancti ficatian:

"The class represented by the foolish
virgins are not hypocrites. They have a
regard for the truth, they have advocated the
truth, they are attracted to those who be-
lieve the truth; but they have not yielded
themselves to the Iioly Spirit's working.
They have not fallen upon the Rock, Christ
Jesus, and permitted their old nature to be
broken up. This class are represented also
by the stony-ground hearers. They receive
the Word with readiness, but they fail of
assimilating its principles. Its innuence is
not abiding. The Spirit works upon man's
heart, according to his desire and consent
implanting in him a new nature; but the
class represented by the foolish virgins
have been content with a superficial work.
They do not know God. They have not
studied Ilis character; they have not held
communion with Him; therefore they do
not know how to trust, how to look and live.

Their service to God degenerates into a
form. 'They come unto thee as the people
cometh, and they sit bclore thee as my
people. and they hear thy words, but they
will not do them; for with their mouth they
shew much love, but their hean goeth after
their covetousness.' Ezekiel 33 :31. The
apostle Paul points out that this will be the
special characteristic of those who livejust
before Christ's second coming. lie says, 'In
the last days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves; ...
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a fonn ofgodliness, but deny-
ing ule power thereof.' 2 Timothy 3:1-5."
Chris/·s Object Lessons, 41 I.

The fruit of the 1888 rejection is a
powerless, pretentious religion:
"We learn from the Sacred Record that

this tree. upon which hung not a redeeming
cluster of fruit was clothed with green
foliage. Notice the words, 'having a form or
godliness, but denying the power thereof.'
The doom of the fruitless fig-tree has an
application to individual professors who
mani test the natural tendencies of the unre-
newed heart, and contradict their faith by
their daily lilo. They do not represent to the
world the character or Christ, because they
have not Christ in them." RevielV and
Herold, January I I, 1881.

"Tht: class here mentioned by the apos-
tle arc not mere heathen. lie describes them
as 'having a form ofgodliness. but denying
the po",er thereof.' IIe sa),s, 'Now as Jan-
nes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do
these also resist the truth; men of corrupt
minds, reprobate concerning the faith.' "nlis
is a delineation of the character that will be
made manifest among those who profess
godliness in the last days. But there will be
another class. The apostle says: 'Yea, and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suITer persecution. But evil men and seduc-
ers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived.' 2 Timothy 3:12-13."
Signs of/he Time>, December 5, 1895.

By one man's choice the human family
a condition void of the Divine

Presence. In 1888 God designed that the
everlasting gospel would be powerfully
brought belore all mankind. This message
would provide the remedy necessary for the
individual sinner while at the same time
producing a corporate demonstnJtion of the
gospel's power. The corporate rejection in
1888 brought similar consequences as
when another majority decision chose not
to receive the message of God's power
brought by Joshua and Caleb.

"111e children of Israel walked fony
years in the wilderncss. till all the pcople that



wcre men ofwar, which came out of Egypt,
were consumed, because they obeyed not the
voice ofthe Lord: unto whom the Lord sware
that he would not shew them tl,e land, which
thc Lord swarc unto their fathers that he
would give us, a land that floweth milk
and honcy." Joshua 5:6.

Mrs. White recognized that we chose
to repeat this wilderness wandering:
"For lorty years did unbelief, murmur-

ing, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel
from the land of Canaan. The same sins
have delayed the entrance ofmodem Israel
into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case
were the promises ofGod at fault. It is the
unbelief. the worldliness, unconsecration,
and strife among the Lord's professed peo-
ple that have kept us in this world ofsin and
sorrow so years." Evcmgelism, 696.

Ilow many ofGod's people who heard
the message brought by Jones and Wag-

goner arc still alive today? I-low many
people since 1888, not only Seventh-day
Adventist people, but also mankind in
general have closed their time of proba-
tion whi Ie wandering through the desen
wilderness orthe twentieth century?

The history Irom Adam to 1888 and
unto the present day teaches us that God is
willing and able to supply all our needs" in
Christ Jesus," but we must choose to fulfill
the provisions which are necessary in order
for the Iioly Spirit to abide in us. We can do
nothing to bring about this corporate dem-
onstration beyond surrendering our wills
completdy and totally to I-lim, and then
encouraging fellow brethren to do likewise.
When we have surrendered, we will have
accomplished our pan and I-Ie then can
accomplish lIis part. In this way we may
hasten Ilis coming. In this way I-Ie can
transform our minds and sanctify our wills

so He may live His holiness through us. We
must understand thai every day we pul olT
choosing fully for Christ is another day that
we stand guilty for not only our own sins,
but also for the corporate sin of preventing
the final climax ofthe gospel. Ifweare truly
one of those who will make up the bride of
Christ, then we have a role to play in the
preparation of the bride.

The rejected message of 1888 is the
same message from God which has been
rejected throughout planet Earth's history.
Will we choose to be filled with the
Divine Presence, which brings, and is
verified, by sinless living; or will we
continue to cover our corrupt character
with a powerless form of religion? Today,
if we will hear His voice. let us open up
our hearts. "Choose you this day whom
ye will serve." Joshua 24: 15. 0

The (New, Illustrated) Great Controversy

T his book is the
standard The

Great Controversy
familiar to most Ad-
ventists (with stand-
ard page numbering)
but it has one very
attracitve addition-
192 pages of fuIl-
color photos by the
late artist and pho-

WEG-NGC" " tographer Jim Ar-
rabito. Itwas Arrabito's desire that he
might be able to document to the
world that the seventh day was rec-
ognized in many countries as the true
Sabbath until recent centuries.
The photos are arranged under sev-

eral subjects, including The Destruc-
tion of Jerusalem; Paganism Enters
the Church; The Church in the Wil-

derness; The Jesuit Order; and The
Protestant Reformation.
We are pleased to offer this book

for a limited time only at $12.95
each. Please add 10% shipping and
handling ($1.50 minimum). Washing-
ton residents add 7.6% sales tax.
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She claimed that she was told, "In all
yourcommunications, speak as one to whom
the Lord has spoken. He is your authority."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 17,63.
"Sister White is not the originator of

these books. They contain the instruction
that during her lifework God has been
giving her. They contain the precious,
comforting light that God has graciously
given His servant to be given to the
world." Colporteur Ministry, 125.

" I do not write one article in the paper
expressing merely my own ideas. They
are what God has opened before me in
vision-the precious rays of light shining
!Tom the throne." Testimonies, vol. 5,67.

"Weak and trembling, I arose at three
o'clock in the morrting to write to you. God
was speaking through clay. You might say
that this communication was only a letter.
Yes, it was a letter, but prompted by the
Spirit of God, to bring before your minds
things that had been shown me. In these
letters which I write, in the testimonies I
bear, I am presenting to you that which the
Lord has presented to me." Ibid.

Dennis Priebe, a reVivalist/or Amazing Facts,
writes from Galt, California.

In the case of Ellen White, the last
option-her own ideas-is ruled out by
the physical phenomena which could not
have been self-induced. Thus her visions
had to come either from God or from
Satan. Either her visions are genuine or
they are a masterpiece of deception, and
should be shunned as coming !Tom Satan.
No other option is open for one who
claims the prophetic gift and has experi-
enced the physical phenomena which El-
len White did. In fact, she herself stated
that her visions came either from God or
from Satan. Thus we must accept or reject
the messenger as a whole.

Ellen White's
Writings:

Their Role and
Function

All From God?

We must begin with some statements
by Ellen White herself, because it is only
fair to evaluate the claims made by the
person who supposedly received messages
!Tom God. We must not make up our own
claims for the work of a prophet, but we
must evaluate the prophet's own claims.
Just what did Ellen White claim for herself'?
"I speak that which I have seen, and

which I know to be true." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 49.

Dennis Priebe

M ANY questions have been
raised in recent years relating to
the proper function of Ellen

White's writings. What relation do her
writings bear to the Bible? Was every-
thing she wrote inspired? Does she have
doctrinal authority? What is proper and
what is improper in using her writings? It
is crucial that we understand the proper
place of Ellen G. White's ministry to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church be-
lieves that God gave divine inspiration to
Ellen G. White. We do not mean by this
assertion occasional prophetic utterances, but
she claimed that her entire life was guided by
inspiration. A person who claims to be a
prophet or to receive prophetic messages and
visions must be judged by a different stand-
ard from Christians who try to interpret the
Scriptures. We must be fair and evaluate the
claims made by the claimant to a prophetic
office. If a person claims to have received
visions or direct guidance from God, either
this person is under Divine inspiration or he
is not In Sister White's writings we do not
perceive the gray areas that we find in other
speakers for God.

A prophet who lies or is misguided
misleads a whole people. God does not speak
some truth and some error through the sarne
messenger, or we WQuJd have no way of
knowing which parts of the messages have
been given by God and which parts come
from the prophet's own ideas. I believe that
God exercises very strict control over the
content He reveals to His messengers. Either
all that the messenger speaks is truth, or the
prophet is impelled by Satan or his own
ideas.
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When it comes to a specific point that Ellen
White makes, many people say, "Well,

that was just her opinion. That was her own
idea." Ellen White says that this attitude makes
of none effect the counsel ofGod.

I conclude, after reading these state-
ments, that she claimed not to be the source
ofthe messages contained in her articles and
her leners. That does not mean that she could
not use words from other authors in writing
out the messages God had given to her.
Because we as a people do not believe in
"verbal inspiration," we are concerned here
about the source ofthe ideas, the originating
point of her messages. Did they come from
God, or did they come from her own opin-
ions or the ideas ofothers? She expressly said
that her messages came from God, that the
originating point is God. So let US remember
that her claim is that the messages she wrote
are God's messages, not her messages.

Of the Spirit of God, Or of the Devil

However, her claim becomes clear and
specific. "God is either teaching His church,
reproving their wrongs and strengthening
their faith, or He is not This work is ofGod,
or it is not. God does nothing in partnership
with Satan. My work ... bears the stamp of
God or the stamp of the enemy. There is no
halfWay work in the maner. The Testimonies
are of the Spirit of God, or of the devil."
Testimonies, vol. 4, 230.

I am very thankful that she was honest
with us. She was willing to say that we have
to make up our own minds about her
writings. She laid out a specific principle to
guide our decision. She said that this work
was either God's work or it was Satan's
work, because ifSatan were operative in the
prophet, God would cease speaking. God
does nothing in partnership with Satan-
that is the principle. This statement means
her writings either came from God or they
came from Satan. They cannot be partly
from God and partly from Satan, or even
partly her own opinions. She was either
controlled by God or by Satan. Let us be
sure that we are evaluating her own claims.
We must not put another claim in the place
of the one she has made herself. She has
asked us to judge her work and then attrib-
ute it to either God or Satan, and I believe
that we must accept her challenge.
"Many times in my experience I have

been called upon to meet the attitude of a
cenain class, who acknowledged that the
testimonies were from God, but took the
position that this maner and that maner were
Sister White's opinion and judgment. This
article suits those who do not love reproof
and correction, and who, if their ideas were
crossed, have occasion to explain the differ-
ence between the human and the divine.

" If the preconceived opinions or particu-
lar ideas of some are crossed in being

reproved by testimonies, they have a burden
at once to make plain their position to
discriminate between the testimonies, defin-
ing what is Sister White's human judgment,
and what is the Word ofthe Lord. Everything
that sustains their cherished ideas is divine,
and the testimonies to correct their errors are
human-Sister White's opinions." Selected
Messages, book 3, 68.
This crucial statement expresses again

the principle she asks us to take seriously.
Ifwe say that her messages did come from
God, but that mixed in with these mes-
sages are Ellen White's personal opinions

and judgments, that means we become the
final arbiter of what is inspired and what
is not inspired in her writings. We define
what is her human judgment and what is
the Word of the Lord. Whether we decide
on an emotional or an intellectual basis,
we are determining which parts of Ellen
White's writings are authoritative because
they are messages from God, and which
parts of Ellen White's writings are not
authoritative because they are simply her
own opinions.

After Ellen White said that some make
their own decisions about what was her
human judgment and what was the Word of
the Lord, she concluded her statement with
this crucial sentence. "They [the ones mak-
ing these distinctions] make of none effect
the counsel ofGod by their tradition." Ibid.

Remember, these are the ones who
acknowledge that the testimonies are ITom
God. They say, "Yes, Ellen White was an
inspired messenger from God. I believe in
the inspiration ofEllen White." But when it
comes to a specific point that Ellen White
made, many people say, "Well, that was
just her opinion. That was her own idea."
Ellen White said that this anitude makes of
none effect the counsel of God. Do you
remember that she also said, " The very last
deception ofSatan will be to make ofnone
effect the testimony of the Spirit ofGod"?
SelectedMessages, book I, 48.

Not to deny, please notice, but to make
of none effect. Perhaps the greatest danger

we face is not from those who deny the
inspiration of the Spirit of Prophecy, but
from those who profess to believe in the
inspiration of Ellen White. When it comes
to specific points, they take great pains to
declare that these were her judgments and
opinions. This anitude is the last deception
ofSatan-making God's testimony ofnone
effect by attributing parts of it to her per-
sonal opinion and accepting only those
parts which square with our opinions.
Once again she warned us, ".Do not by

your criticisms take out all the force, all the
point and power, ITom the Testimonies. Do

not feel that you can dissect them to suit
your own ideas, claiming that God has
given you ability to discern what is light
ITom Heaven and what is the expression of
mere human wisdom. If the Testimonies
speak not according to the Word of God,
rejecl them. Christ and Belial cannot be
united." Testimonies, vol. 5, 691.

We dare not make distinctions be-
tween messages from Heaven and her
opinions. But if her opinions are mixed
into these writings, if in fact she did
present her own ideas as the Word ofGod,
then her counsel to us is very clear. We
are to reject the Testimonies, not just
those parts which we feel were her own
opinions, but all of the Testimonies, be-
cause Christ and Satan cannot be united.

No Human Opinions

As a messenger speaking for God, a
prophet claims a higher author than an inter-
preter trying to understand the Word ofGod.
A prophet claims to have direct revelation
from God, direct communication from God,
regarding God's will for our lives. Thus we
must decide whether a prophet's writings
come from God or from Satan. We cannot
credit part ofthe writings to God and part of
the writings to human opinion. "In the
testimonies sent to--I have given you
the lightGod has given to me. In no case have
I given my own judgment or opinion. I have
enough to write ofwhat has been shown me,
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A prophet cannot suggest what he thinks is
true, because his listeners would assume

that his opinion is the Word of the Lord on that
subject. So if the Lord has not spoken, the
prophet must not speak.

without falling back on my own opinions."
Please nOlice .., In no case have I given my
own judgment or opinion." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 70. All emphasis supplied.
., Pennit me to express my mind, and yet not
my mind, but the Word ofthe Lord." Ibid.

This statement means that pm1 of a
prophet's responsibility is to not speak \vhen
the Lord has not spoken. In one instance,
Ellen White said, "1 have no light on the
subject [as to just who would constitutc the

144,000]. ... Please tell my brethren that I
have oothing presented before me regarding
the circumstances concerning which they
write. and I can set before them only that
which has been presented to me." Quoted in
a lelter by C. C. Crisler to E. E. Andross,
December 8, 1914. Selected Messages, book
3,51.

It is a major responsibility for a prophet.
not to give his own opinion. 1\ prophct
cannot suggest what he thinks is true, be-
cause his listeners would assumc that his
opinion is the Word of the Lord on that
subject. So if the Lord has not spoken, the
prophet must not speak.

In writing to a person wanting guidance,
she said, "I am not at liberty to write to our
brethren concerning your future work.... I
have received no instruction regarding the
place where you should locate.... If the
Lord gives me definite instruction concern-
ing yOll, I will give it you; but I cannOt take
upon myself responsibilities that the Lord
does not give me to bear." Ibid.

Once again, she had to remain silent
when the Lord had not spoken. She could
speak only when the Lord had spoken. If a
prophet speaks with prophetic authority
when the Lord has not spoken. then the
prophet must be rejected as a falsc
prophet. "This morning I attended a meet-
ing where a select few were called to-
gether to consider some questions that
were prcsented to them by a letter solicit-
ing consideration and advice on these
subjects. Ofsome of these subjects I could
speak, because at sundry times and in
diverse pl"ces many things have been
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presented to me.... As my brethren read
the selections from letters, I knew what to
say to them; for this malter has been
presented to me again and again.... I
have not felt at liberty to write out the
matter until now." Ibid., 55-56. Notice
her words, "Of some of these subjects I
could speak." She could only speak when
the Lord had spoken.

The bottom line of this discussion is
that we cannot pick and choose what we

think is inspired out of her writings and
leave the rest alone. Thc same principle
applies to her that applies to Bible writers.
If John and Paul were inspired then their
writings were totally inspired and they
brought us messages directly from God.
There are no degrees either of inspiration or
revelation. If Ellen G. White was inspired,
then her writings arc totally inspired, and
her messages came directly from God.

There is one more point we must ad-
dress. If Ellen White included her own
messages among God's messages and thus
confused God's people as to when God is
speaking and when He is not, then the
movement she guided-the Seventh-day
Adventist Church-is also suspect because
of her tremendous impact upon this move-
ment. If that were the case, this movement
might not be the remnant chureh at all.

Tested By the Scriptures

If you find anything in her vvntmgs
which contradicts the Bible, it is your respon-
sibility to hcr as a messengcr of God.
In light of her dramatic claims. it is impossi-
ble to accept her as a good woman while
believing that certain things she wrote are
contrary to the leachings of the Bible. I
recently came across the opinion that Ellen
White could be a prophet and yet be in error
on doctrinal matters of some consequence.
Then how would we make our judgments as
to what is error and what is truth?

Ifwe detenmine that Ellen White, or any
other claimant to the gift of prophecy. is
teaching elTor on any signi licant Bible doc-

trine, then we must follow the biblical coun-
sel that there is no light in that messenger.
Ellen White's writings must stand or jail on
the basis of her agreement with Scripture,
which means total harmony with previous
revelation. If she is in error on one biblical
doctrine, then it is unsafe to followhcron any
doctrinc. If her messages are not from God,
then we mllst reject her work. It is imperative
that we take a second look at the movemCnL
she was so prominent in guiding.

The Danger of Doubt

lIowever, if her messages were from
God, then it is extremely dangerous to reject
her work. "It does not become anyone to
drop a word ofdoubt here and therc thatshali
work like poison in other minds, shaking
their confidence in the messages which God
has given, which have aided in laying the
foundation orthis work, and have attended it
to the present day, in reproofs. wamings,
COITCctions, and encounlgemcnts. To all who
have stood in the way of the Testimonies, I
would say, God has given a message 10 I lis
people, and His voice wi Ii be heard. whcther
you hear or forbear. Your opposition has not
injured me; but yOll must give an account to
the God of heaven, who has sellt these
warnings and instructions to keep I-lis people
in the right "vay. YOli will have to answer to
Him for your blindness, for being a stum-
bling block in the way of sinners." Ibid.,
book 1,43.

"'I saw the state of some who stood on
present truth, but disregarded tl,e visions-
the way God had chosen to teach in some
cases, those who erred 1T0m Bible truth. Isaw
that in striking against the visions they did
not strike against the wonn-the feeble
instrument that God spake through-but
against the Holy Ghost. I saw it was a smali
thing to speak against the instrumenL but it
was dangerous to slight the Words ofGod. I
saw if they were in error and God chose to
show thcm their errors through visions, and
thcy disregarded the teachings of God
through visions, they would be lell to take
their OW11 way, and run in the way of error,
and think they were until they would
lind it out too late." Ibid., 40.

If God is speaking. and wc slight God's
words, we are not really slighting the
prophet; we are rejecting God. "What re-
serve power has the Lord with which to reach
those who have cast aside His warnings and
reproofs. and have accredited the Testimo-
nies of the Spirit of God to no higher source
than human wisdom? In the judgment what
can you who have done this oller to God as
an excuse for turning from the evidences He



God is trying to reveal Himselfto mankind, and
He is trying to reveal the way ofsalvation,

which is God's plan ofrestoration. The purpose of
Ellen White is to reveal more clearly the plan of
salvation which is already contained in the Bible.

has given you that God was in the work?"
Testimonies to Minislel:\·. 466.

I believe lhal we musl take Ellen
White's challenges seriously. If her mes-
sages did not come from God, then we
must reject her claim to be a messenger of
the Lord. But if her messages were from
God. thcn we must listen very. very carc-
fully to what God says, because lo
her message is to reject God's message.

Whatl)oes Lesser Light Mean'!

If we believe that these writings were
inspired by God, what is the propcr rela-
tionship of these writings lo the Bible? We
must remember she said that her messages
were given because God's people were not
faithful students of the Bible, so God sent
these messages to lead them back to the
Bible. See Testimonies, vol. 5, 665. Thus
her function was not to write another Bible.
or to be part of the Canon. Her writings are
to lead us to the Bible, so we may bener
understand the messages contained in
Scripture. She characterized her work as a
lesser light to lead people to the greater
light-the Bible. See Colpor'e"r Minislly,
125. Iler function was to direct attcntionto
the Bible, to help us understand the Bible,
and to apply Bible principles to our lives.

It is crucial that we understand exactly
what she meant when she used the term
lesser lighl to explain her relalionship to the
Bible. "The written Testimonies are not to
give new lighL but to impress vividly upon
the heart the truths of inspiration already
revealed. Man's duty to God and to his
fellow man has been distinctly specified in
God's Word, yel but few ofyou are obedienl
to the light given. Additional truth is not
broughl out, but God has through the Testi-
monies simplified the great truths already
given, and in His own chosen way brought
them before lhe people to awaken and im-
press thc mind with lhem, thal all may be left
without excuse:' Testimonies, vol. 5, 665.

She understood her role to be lhat or
bringing out more clearly the truths already
contained in thc Bible, and to simplify the
great truths already given. Iler purpose was
to lead lo the Bible as the basis ofalltrulh.

But she also wrote, U In ancient times
God spoke to men by the mouth of prophets
and apostles. In these days lie speaks to them
by the Testimonies of His Spirit. There was
never a time \"hen God instructed His people
more earnestly than He instrucls lhem now
concerning His will and the course that He
would have them pursue," Ibid., 661.

So lesser light does not mean less
important light. God is not less serious

today when He speaks through a prophet.
This fact means that we must carefully
define lesser light and greater light so that
we wi II understand \vhat the words mean
and what they do not mean.

Lesser light is not God being less
serious in communicating wit'1 His peo-
ple. Lesser light is not God speaking less
clearly. Lesser light docs not mean dim-
mer light, or unreliable light, or unimpor-
tant light, or untrustworthy light. Lesser
light docs not refer to an inferior quality
of inspiration. The mcssages that came
through Ellen White wercjusl as much the
Word of God as lhe mcssages that came
lhrough Isaiah or Ezekiel, but Ellen
White's purpose was different.

The purpose or ti,e Bible is to reveal the
plan of salvation to man. God is trying to
reveal I-limselfto mankind, and He is trying
to reveal ti,e way ofsalvation, which is God's
plan of restoration. The purpose of Ellen
White was to reveal more clearly the plan of
salvation which is already contained in the
Bible. She has not given us a new plan of
salvation. She did not intend to show US
another \Nay to heaven. God's plan is out-
lined lor all men in all timcs in Scripture.
Ellen While simply revealed more clearly

those areas ofScripture which pertain to our
time and our needs. Thus her light is lesser in
that it shines back upon the greater light.

One or the most helpful illustrations
that I have found comes rrOt1l the pen or
Uriah Smith. a long-time leader in Sev-
enthRday Adventist thought:

"Suppose we are about lo start a voy-
age. The owner or the vessel gives us a
book ofdirections. telling us that it contains
instructions sufficient for our journey, and
that if we will heed them. we shall reach in
safety our port of destination. Setting sail
we open our book to learn its contents. We
find that its author lays dO\vn general prin-
ciples to govern us in our voyage, and
instructs us as far as practicable, touching
the various contingencies that may arise, till
lhe end; but he also tells us u,at the latter
part ofour journey will be especially peril-

ous; that the features of the coast are ever
changing by reasons of quicksands and
tempests; 'but for this part of the journey,'
says he, 'I have provided you a pilot, who
willmcct you. and give you such directions
as the surrounding circumstances and dan-
gers may and to him you must give
heed.' With these directions we reach the
perilous time specified, and the pilot, ac-
cording to promise. appears. But some of
the crew, as he offers his services, rise up
against him. 'We have the original book or
directions,' say they, 'and that is enough for
us. We stand upon thal, and that alone; we
want nothing of you.' Who now heed the
original book of directions? those who
reject the pilot, or those who receive him, as
that book instructs them? Judge yeo ...

" What we do say is distinctly this: That
the gifts of the Spiril are given for our pilot
through these peri lous times, and wherever
and in whomsoever we find genuine mani-
festations of these, we are bound to resp::x;t
them, nor can we do otherwise without
insofar rejecting the Word of God, which
directs us to receive them. Who now stands
on the Bible and the Bible alone?" It is lhe
one who·' will receive the pilot according to
its directions. We do not, then, discard, but

obey, the Bible by endorsing thc visions;
while we should just so rar reject and
disobey it, as we should refuse to receive
the provisions it has made for our comfolt,
edification, and perfection." Uriah Smith,
"Do We Discard the Bible by Endorsing
lhe Visions?" The Review and Herald,
January 13, 1863.

Perhaps this is a good way to understand
the difference belween lesser light and
greater light. Lesser does not refer lO author-
ity, lor the authority of the book describing
the ocean voyage and the authority of the
pilot come ITom the same souree. Lesser
refers to function, for the pilot comes on
board later, at the end ofthejoumey, to give
specific guidance for God's people. 0

To be continued.
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Spiritual
Israel
and the
Latter
Rain

was through their ignorance of the Scrip-
tures and of the prophecies of the Old
Testament. Peter refers to this mindset in
Acts 3:17-18:

" 'I wot that through ignorance ye did
it,' said Peter (Acts 3: 17); but this igno-
rance did not excuse the action: for they
had had great light granted unto them. The
statement is made that had they known
that He was the Prince of life, they would
not have crucified Him. But why did they
not know?-because they chose not to
know. They had no interest to search and
study, and their ignorance proved their
eternal ruin. They had had the strongest
evidence on which to base their faith, and
they were under obligation to God to
accept the evidence He had given them.
Their unbelief made them guilty of the
blood of the only begotten Son of the
infinite God." The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1056.
Their confidence was in themselves,

for they were the leaders of the church.
They believed that their decisions were
absolute, infallible, and that God would
agree with all their decisions. What folly!

Their spiritual ignorance proved the
eternal ruin, not only of themselves, but
also for thousands of laity who accepted
their decisions, and then in their spiritual
blindness cried, "Crucify Him." Could
such a tragedy happen again? Could the
remnant church in this final hour be guilty
of such spiritual ignorance and blindness?
We are told nineteen times in Testimonies,

WHAT an important hour we, as
Seventh-day Adventists, now
face as we begin the year 1995!

Time could have already ended, but God
in His great regard for His remnant
church in this final hour has repeatedly
extended our probationary time. Why?
Because of His great love and mercy for
mankind.
"The long night ofgloom is trying; but

the morning is deferred in mercy, because if
the Master should come, so many would be
found unready. God's unwillingness to
have His people perish has been the reason
for so long delay. But the coming of the
moming to the faithful, and of the night to
the unfaithful, is right upon us. By waiting
and watching, God's people are to manifest
their peculiar character, their separation
from the world. By our watching position
we are to show that we are truly strangers
and pilgrims upon the earth. The difference
between those who love the world and
those who love Christ is so plain as to be
unmistakable. While worldlings are all ear-
nesmess and ambition to secure earthly
treasure, God's people are not conformed to
the world, but show by their earnest, watch-
ing, waiting position that they are trans-
formed; that their home is not in this world,
but that they are seeking a better country,
even aheavenly." Testimonies, vol. 2, 194.

We have been told that if the people of
God had entered into the experience ofthe
third angel's message, we could have
completed our gospel commission soon

after 1844, by demonstrating to the world
what God can do in fallen human beings
when they are willing to be made willing
to surrender their lives and wills to all
known truth. God would have worked
powerfully with their consecrated efforts.
The latter rain would have fallen, the loud
cry of Revelation 18 would have gone to
the world in the second Pentecost. Proba-
tion would then have closed before the
tum of the century and Jesus would have
come. See Selected Messages, book I, 68;
Testimonies. vol. 8, 115; The Great Con-
troversy, 458.

The misunderstanding ofChrist's mis-
sion by the Sanhedrin and the priests of
Christ's day resulted in their hatred for
His pure and holy life. His faultless life
and ministry were a challenge to their
authority. They saw the multitudes flock-
ing to His meetings on hillsides and val-
leys. They witnessed His miracles, restor-
ing the sight of the blind, healing the
lepers, raising the dead, and feeding a
hungry multitude with a few loaves and
fishes. They realized they were losing the
confidence and the control of the people,
and if He were allowed to continue, they
would have to support His claim to be the
Messiah and would have to relinquish
control of the church.

Their minds were devoid of the Holy
Spirit, and they therefore began to formu-
late a plan to murder the Son of God.
How did such spiritual blindness overtake
the leaders of the church in that day? It

Ron Spear
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There are many whose names are on the
church books, but who are not under

Christ's rule. They are not heeding His
instruction or doing His work. Therefore they
are under the control of the enemy.

vol. 5, that we are following in the very
same paths of the ancient church. See
pages 72, 75-77, 94, 99, 160, 217, 226,
297,456,535-536,601. We are told that
the same trials, positions, experiences,
and attitudes that came to the church in
Christ's day will be repeated in the church
of the end-time.

These inspired statements from our
prophet corroborate the statement:

"They know and the world knows that
they have to a great degree lost the spirit
of self-denial and cross bearing. Many
there are against whose names will be
found written in the books of heaven, not
producers, but consumers. By many who
bear Christ's name, His glory is obscured,
His beauty veiled, His honor withheld.

U There are many whose names are on
the church books, but who are not under
Christ's rule. They are not heeding His
instruction or doing His work. Therefore
they are under the control of the enemy.
They are doing no positive good; therefore
they are doing incalculable harm. Because
their influence is not a savor oflife unto life,
it is a savor ofdeath unto death.
"The Lord says, 'Shall I not visit for

these things?' Jeremiah 5:9. Because they
failed of fulfilling God's purpose, the
children of Israel were set aside, and
God's call was extended to other peoples.
"In the parable of the vineyard it was

the husbandman whom Christ pro-
nounced guilty. It was they who had
refused to return to their lord the fruit of
his ground. In the Jewish nation it was the
priests and teachers who, by misleading
the people, had robbed God of the service
which He claimed. It was they who turned
the nation away from Christ.

"The law ofGod unmixed with human
tradition was presented by Christ as the
great standard of obedience. This aroused
the enmity of the rabbis. They had set
human teaching above God's Word, and
had turned the people away from His pre-
cepts. They would not give up their man-
made commandments in order to obey the
requirements of the Word of God. They
would not, for the truth's sake, sacrifice the
pride ofreason and the praise ofmen. When
Christ came, presenting to the nation the
claims ofGod, the priests and elders denied
His right to interpose between them and the
people. They would not accept His rebukes
and warnings, and they set themselves to
tum the people against Him and to compass
His destruction." Christ's Object Lessons,
304-305.

"The spirit of Christ should so control
our character and conduct that our influ-

ence may ever bless, encourage, and ed-
ifY. Our thoughts, our words, our acts,
should testifY that we are born ofGod and
that the peace ofChrist rules in our hearts.
In this way we throw around us the gra-
cious radiance of which the Saviour
speaks when He enjoins upon us to let our
light shine forth to men. Thus we are
leaving a bright track heavenward. In this
way all who are connected with Christ
may become more effectual preachers of
righteousness than by the most able pulpit

effort without this heavenly unction.
Those light bearers shed forth the purest
radiance that are the least conscious of
their own brightness, as those flowers
diffuse the sweetest fragrance that make
the least display.
"Our people are making very danger-

ous mistakes. We cannot praise and flatter
any man without doing him a great wrong;
those who do this will meet with serious
disappointment. They trust too fully to
finite man and not enough to God, who
never eITS. The eager desire to urge men
into public notice is an evidence of back-
sliding from God and of friendship with
the world. It is the spirit which charac-
terizes the present day. It shows that men
have not the mind of Jesus; spiritual
blindness and poverty of soul have come
upon them. Often persons of inferior
minds look away from Jesus to a merely
human standard, by which they are not
made conscious of their own littleness.
and hence have an undue estimate of their
own capabilities and endowments. There
is among us as a people an idolatry of
human instrumentalities and mere human
talent, and these even of a superficial
character. We must die to self and cherish
humble, childlike faith. God's people
have departed from their simplicity. They
have not made God their strength, and
they are weak and faint, spiritually.

"1 have been shown that the spirit of
the world is fast leavening the church.
You are following the same path as did
ancient Israel. There is the same falling

away from your holy calling as God's
peculiar people. You are having fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of dark-
ness. Your concord with unbelievers has
provoked the Lord's displeasure. You
know not the things that belong to your
peace, and they are fast being hid from
your eyes. Your neglect to follow the light
will place you in a more unfavorable
position than the Jews upon whom Christ
pronounced a woe." Testimonies, vol. 5,
75-76.

"We want to understand the time in
which we live. We do not half understand
it. We do not half take it in. My heart
trembles in me when I think of what a foe
we have to meet, and how poorly we are
prepared to meet him. The trials of the
children of Israel, and their attitude just
before the first coming ofChrist, have been
presented before me again and again to
illustrate the position of the people ofGod
in their experience before the second com-
ing ofChrist-howthe enemy sought every
occasion to take control of the minds ofthe
Jews, and today he is seeking to blind the
minds ofGod's servants, that they may not
be able to discern the precious truth."
Selected Messages, book 1,406.

The leaders of the church in Christ's
day had the Old Testament Scriptures to
guide them, but they refused to see the
true application of the prophecies. They
accepted the prophecies of the Second
Coming and applied them to the first
coming. As a result of their rejection of
the inspired Testimonies and their incor-
rect application, these leaders were re-
sponsible for the destruction of the
church. What a tragedy! Peter writes:

.. For Moses truly said unto the fathers,
A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren, like unto
me; him shall ye hear in all things whatso-
ever he shall say unto you. And it shall
come to pass, that every soul, which will
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed
from among the people. Yea, and all the
prophets from Samuel and those that fol-
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Confederacies will increase in number and
power as we draw nearer to the end of

time. These confederacies will create opposing
influences to the truth, forming new parties of
professed believers

low after. as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days." Acts
3:22-24.

We are told that the very last decep-
tion will be a rejection of the Testimonies
from our last-day prophet, and that a great
hatred will be kindled against her writ-
ings:

"Satan is constantly pressing in
the spurious-to lead away from the truth.
The very last deception of Satan will be to
make of none effect the testimony of the

Spirit of God. 'Where there is no vision,
the people perish.' Proverbs 29: 18. Satan
will work ingeniously, in difTerent ways
and through different agencies, to unsettle
the eonndenee of God's remnant people
in the true lestimony.
"There will be a hatred kiodled

against the Testimonies which is satanic.
The workings of Satan will be to uosettle
the faith of the churches in them, for this
reason: Satan cannot have so clear a track
to bring in his deceptions and bind up
souls in his delusions if the warnings and
reproofs aod counsels of the Spirit ofGod
are heeded." Ibid.. 48.

The aocieot church leaders quoted, but
misunderstood, the application of the
prophecies of Moses and the prophets.
They refused to see their apostasy, and
they stubbornly rejected the Testimonies
and their application. They killed Christ
by their ignorance, but their ignorance did
not excuse lhem. Today, we are saying by
our words and actions that we believe in
the Spirit of Prophecy, aod io Ellen White
as our prophet, but, like the ancient
church. we are not willing to accept the
counsel of God given to lIis prophet. We
arc therefore more guilty before God than
the Jews, for we have much greater light.
"I saw that maoy who profess to believe

the truth for these last days think it strange
that the children of Israel murmured as they
journeyed; that after the wooderful dealings
ofGod with them, they should be so ungrate-
ful as to forget what I-Ie had done for them.
Said the angel: 'Ye have done worse than

18 0/1,. Firm Foundarion January 1995

they.'" Testimonies, vol. I, 129.
The Bible tells the story of the ancient

church. They were more guilty than the
heathen because of the great light shining
upon them as God's church:
"So Maoasseh made Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do
worse than the heathen, whom the Lord
had destroyed before the children of Is-
rael. And the Lord spake to Manasseh,
and to his people: but they would not
hearken." 2 Chronicles 33:9-10.

"In the case of Manasseh the Lord
gives us an instance the way in which
He works..
"The Lord has ollen spoken to His

people in warning and reproof. He has
revealed Himself in mercy, love, and
kindness. He has not left His backsliding
people to the will of the enemy, but has
borne long with them, even during obdu-
rate apostasy. But after appeals have beeo
made in vain, He prepares the rod for
punishment. What compassionate love
has been exercised toward the people of
God! The Lord might have cut down in
their sins those who were working at cross
purposes with Him, but He has oot done
this. His hand is stretched out still. We
have reason to oOer thanksgiving to God
that He has not taken His Spirit from those
who have refused to walk in His way,"
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
menlalY, vol. 3, I 132.

Inspiratioo tells us that the apostasy of
the aocieot church will be repealed io this
last-day remoaot church. Surely it will be
a great sign of the end and that probatioo
will soon close:

"Confederacies will increase in num-
ber and power as we draw nearer to the
end of lime. These confederacies will
create opposing influences to the truth,
forming new parties of professed believ-
ers who will act out their own delusive
theories, The apostasy will increase.
'Some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils.' I Timothy 4: 1. Men and women

have con federated to oppose the Lord
God of heaven, aod the church is only half
a\\'ake to the situation. There needs to be
much more of prayer. much more of
earnest effort, among professed believ-
ers." Selected Messages. book 2. 383. See
The Sevel11h-day Adventist Bible Com-
mental)·, vol. 7, 989-990.

The last apostasy will increase. and
many will depart from the genuine faith and
doctrine given to us by God. Our church is
only half awake to this situation that will
develop in the omega orapostasy:

"One thing it is certain is soon to he
real ized-the great apostasy which is de-
veloping and incrensing and waxing
strong and will continue to do so until the
Lord shall descend from heaven with a
shout. We are to hold fast the first princi-
ples of our denomination's faith and go
forward from strength to increased faith."'
Special Testimonies, Series B. 57; see also
The Upward Look, 352_

We are told that the omega of this nnal
apostasy will be ofa most startling nature.
See Selected Messages, book I, 193-206.

Disobedience to God's plans and the
principles ofour faith is apostasy. It is this
disobedience that has delayed the latter
rain and the coming or Jesus. But God
will have a purified Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church before probation closes. As the
shaking of Adventism continues, the
wheat and the tares will be separated by
the recording angels. See Testimonies to
Ministers, 47.

The perfect character of God's true
aod faithful laity, pastors, aod leaders will
make a final demonstration ofGod's love
and mercy. But. oh, how many of our
members will be found without a shelter
in that tragic hour! They will not be able
to receive the latter rain. See ibid .. 507.

•. I also saw that many do not real ize
whJt they must be in order to live in the
sight of the Lord without a high priest io
the sanctuary through the time of trouble.
Those who receive the seal of the living
God and are protected in the time of
trouble must reflect the image of Jesus
fully.
"I saw thal many were neglecting the

preparation so needful and were looking
to the time of 'refreshing' and the 'latter
rain' to fit them to stand io the day of the
Lord aod to live io lIis sight. Oh, how
many I saw in the time of trouble
a shelter! They had neglected the oeedful
preparation; therefore they could not re-
ceive the refreshing that all must have to
nt them to live in the sight ora holy God.
Those who refuse to be hewed by the



prophets and fail to purify their souls in
obeying the whole truth. and who are
willing to believe that their condition is
far better than it really is, will come up to
the time orthe falling of the plagues, and
then see that they needed to be hewed and
squared lor the building. But there will be
no time then to do it and no Mediator to
plead their cause before the Father. Before
this time the awfully solemn declaration
has gone forth, 'He that is unjust. let him

be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let
him be t;lthy still: and he that is righteous,
let him be righteous still: and he that is
holy. let him be holy still.' Revelation
22: II. I saw that none could share the
'refreshing' unless they obtain the victory
over every besetment, over pride. selfish-
ness, love of the world, and over every
wrong word and action. We should, there-
fore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the
Lord and be earnestly seeking that prepa-

ration necessary to enable us to stand in
the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all
remember that God is holy and that none
but holy beings can ever dwell in His
presence." Early Writings, 71.

May God help us today to be obedient
to all known truth, to seek it, and to strive
for understanding. Only then can the
power of the Holy Spirit fill us. 0

The Seven Trumpets
by James White

Today many of the doctrines established by the pioneers of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church are being challenged. Some are teaching that certain pioneer positions were based

upon flimsy evidence, influenced by the political, religious, and social atmosphere of their day.
Many Adventists accept these insinuations, not realizing that the pioneers were deep students
of the Word.

The seven trumpets of Revelation 8-11 continue to be a subject of inierest and speculation
among students of Bible prophecy. As you study James White's analysis of this topic for yourself,
we trust you will be impressed and strengthened as you reacquaint yourself with the basis of the
historic interpretation of these prophecies.

Price: $1.50. Please add 10% for postage and handling ($1.50 minimum). Washington
residents add 7.6% sales tax. WJ·7TR·A 3 5

FIR£ 'e£LL IN TH£ NIGHT
by Ralph Moss

R alph Moss, editor of Hope Liberty News, has written this
108-page book to expose an undreamed-of enemy who
's rapidly winning the confidence of most of this world's

inhabitants. News items and stories taken from both the
secular press and from religious newspapers, along with
journals and articles by secular and religious authors, are
linked with Bible prophecy to reveal a most startling scenario
which has developed in the last few years.
Many books have been written, blaming everything from

"Big Business" to Communism along with a host of other
secular reasons for the World's troubles; but the Bible is clear,
concise, and to the point. The spotlight of prophecy reveals
which world power will be at the head of tpe New World Order.
In the books of Daniel and the Revelation, God's Word has

MR.FBNTl "75
identified the power that we see today rising again into

prominent world leadership after being "wounded to death."
Order your copies today - $5.95 each. Please add 10% for shipping and handling ($1.50

minimum). Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax.
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Two Parallel Religious

Movements
Part 2

This article is the second in a series of
articles by Taylor Bunch, reprinted from
his book entitled The Exodus in Type and
Antitype.

M OREOVER, brethren, I would
not that ye should be ignorant,
how that all our fathers were

under the cloud, and all passed through
the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses
in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat
the same spiritual meat; and did all drink
the same spiritual drink: for they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed them:
and that Rock was Christ. But with many
of them God was not well pleased: for
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they were overthrown in the wilderness.
Now these things were our examples, to
the intent we should not lust after evil
things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye
idolaters, as were some of them; as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us
commit fornication, as some of them
committed, and fell in one day three and
twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and
were destroyed of serpents. Neither mur-
mur ye, as some of them also murmured,
and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now
all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our

ITaylor G. Bunch I

admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come." I Corinthians 10:1-1 J.

This language is clear and the applica-
tion unmistakable. Verse II is the key text
because it explains the reason for those
which precede it. The experiences of
God's people under the Exodus move-
ment were typical of those under the
Advent movement. The history of ancient
Israel was recorded" for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are
come." After quoting the above Scripture
God's servant wrote: "The experience of
Israel, referred to in the above words of
the apostle, and as recorded in the I05th
and 106th Psalms, contain lessons of
warning that the people of God in these
last days especially need to study. I urge
that these chapters be read at least once
every week." Testimonies to Ministers,
98-99.

Jesus said and did many things which
the Holy Spirit did not have recorded in
the four gospels. "And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this
book: but these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name." John 20:30-31.
"There are also many other things which
Jesus did, the which, if they should be
written every one, I suppose that even the
world itself could not contain the books
that should be written. Amen." John
21 :25.

Just so there were many things which
happened to ancient Israel during their
deliverance from Egypt and their journey
to the Promised Land which the Holy
Spirit did not have recorded in the books
of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deu-
teronomy. Our text tells us that only those
things were recorded which" happened to
them for ensamples" (" types" -margin)
of the experiences of the people of God
"upon whom the ends of the world are
come." Not all that" happened" was typi-
cal, but all that was "written." If all that
took place during those forty years had
been recorded it would require a great
library to contain it. Everything written in
the Scriptures regarding the Exodus
movement contains lessons for us.
"By way ofexample"-R.V. "By way

of figure." -R.V. margin. "But these things
occurred to them typically." Emphatic Dia-
gloll. " All this kept happening to them with
a figurative meaning." Weymouth. Type is
defined as "a figure, emblem or symbol; a
symbol or figure of something to come; a
pattern." Figure is defined as something



God would have His people in these days
review with a humble heart and teachable

spirit the trials through which ancient Israel
passed, that they may be instructed in
preparation for the heavenly Canaan.

"to prefigure; to foreshow; to represent by
typical or figurative resemblance; apattern,
emblem, type, image, or imitation." A type
is a literal representation of a spiritual fact.
Baptism is called a" figure" ofthe resurrec-
tion (I Peter 3:21); the first Adam "the
figure of rum that was to come," that is the
second Adam (Roman 5:14). "In Adam we
have a type of Him whose coming was still
future." Weymouth. The earthly sanctuary
and its services and priesthood are said to
be"a figure" ofthe heavenly sanctuary and
the ministration ofChrist.
"The Holy Ghost this signifying, that

the way into the holiest of all was not yet
made manifest, while as the first taberna-
cle was yet standing: which was a figure
for the time then present, in which were
offered both gifts and sacrifices, that
could not make him that did the service
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience."
Hebrews 9:8-9. "Christ is not entered
into the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the pres-
ence ofGod for us." Verse 24.

Types and antitypes are never identi-
cal, but only similar. In fact there must be
differences in many respects. "As there
must be a similarity or analogy between
the type and the anti type, so there is also a
diversity or dissimilitude between them. It
is not the nature of the types and anti-
types that they should agree in all things;
else, instead of similitude, there would be
identity. Hence the apostle, whilst making
Adam a type of Christ, yet shows how
infinitely the latter excelled the former.
I Corinthians 15:47. So the priests of old
were types of Christ, though He infinitely
excelled them."-Popular and CriticalBi-
ble Encyclopedia, article "Type." The
same author mentioned as examples of
IIActions Typical," "the deliverance out
of Egypt, passage of the Red Sea, sojourn
in the wilderness, passage over Jordan,
entrance into Canaan, and restoration
1T0m Babylon."

The Two Movements

In the type and antitype as represented
by the Exodus and the Advent movements
there are ofnecessity many differences. In
the first, a nation of people in one group
was delivered and taken out of a single
nation and led through a literal wilderness
to the literal Canaan, while in the antitype
God's people are gathered out of all the
nations of the earth in a great spiritual
movement and are led through a spiritual
wilderness to the heavenly Canaan. In

paralleling these two religious move-
ments we must use the same reason and
good judgment as in the study of all types
and antitypes which are never identical in
their details. The lamb was a type of
Christ, the Lamb of God, but they are far
from being identical.
"As I live, saith the Lord God, surely

with a mighty hand, and with a stretched
out arm, and with fury poured out, will I
rule over you: and I will bring you out
1T0m the people, and will gather you out
of the countries wherein ye are scattered,
with a mighty hand, and with a stretched

out arm, and with fury poured out. and 1
will bring you into the wilderness of the
people, and there will I plead with you
face to face. Like as I pleaded with your
fathers in the wilderness of the land of
Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the
Lord God. And I will cause you to pass
under the rod, and I will bring you into the
bond of the covenant: and I will purge out
from among you the rebels, and them that
transgress against me: I will bring them
forth out of the country where they so-
journ, and they shall not enter into the
land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am
the Lord." Ezekiel 20:33-38.

Just as the Lord led Israel out ofEgypt
"with a mighty hand, and with a stretched
out arm, and with fury poured out," so the
Lord will gather the remnant of His peo-
ple out of all "the countries wherein ye
are scattered, with a mighty hand, and
with a stretched out arm, and with fury
poured out." This doubtless refers to the
plagues of Egypt and the seven last
plagues. We are to be brought "into the
wilderness of the people" and pled with
"face to face" "like as" the Lord brought
ancient Israel into the wilderness and pled
with them" face to face." The Lord will
cause modem Israel to pass under the rod
or be numbered, and will bring them
under the bond of the new covenant. Just
as the Lord "purged" the Exodus move-
ment by shaking out the rebels, so He will
purge modern Israel of its rebels by

«shaking" or .. spewing" them out. in
those two parallel movements the Lord
does not call the faithful out in order to
purify the church, but He purges or shakes
out the rebels.
"The apostle Paul plainly states that

the experience of the Israelites in their
travels has been recorded for the benefit
of those living in this age of the world,
those upon whom the ends of the world
are come. We do not consider that our
dangers are any less than those of the
Hebrews, but greater. There will be temp-
tations to jealousies and munnurings, and

there will be outspoken rebellion, as are
recorded of ancient Israel." Testimonies,
vol. 3, 358.
"The history of the wilderness life of

Israel was chronicled for the benefit of the
Israel of God to the close of time. The
record ofGod's dealings with the wander-
ers of the desert in all their marchings to
and fro, in their exposure to hunger, thirst,
and weariness, and in the striking mani-
festations ofHis power for their relief, is
fraught with warning and instruction for
His people in all ages. The varied experi-
ence of the Hebrews was a school of
preparation for their promised home in
Canaan. God would have His people in
these days review with a humble heart and
teachable spirit the trials through which
ancient Israel passed, that they may be
instructed in preparation for the heavenly
Canaan." Patriarchs and Prophets, 293.

Repeating History

"I have been shown that the spirit ofthe
world is fast leavening the church. You are
following the same path as did ancient
Israel." Testimonies, vol. 5, 75-76.
"The sin of ancient Israel was in

disregarding the expressed will of God
and following their own way according to
the leadings of unsanctified hearts. Mod·
ern Israel are fast following in their foot-
steps and the displeasure of the Lord is as
surely resting upon them." Ibid., 94. "Sa-
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Church history is made the personal
experience of the majority of its members.

This series of studies on the Exodus of ancient
Israel will accomplish but little good unless we
apply the lessons to our individual lives.

tan's snares are laid for us as verily as they
were laid for Lhe children of Israel just
prior to their entrdnce into the land of
Canaan. We are repeating the history of
that people." Ibid., 160.
"The same disobedience and failure

which were seen in the Jcwish church

have characterized in a grcater degree the
people who have had this great light from
heaven in the last message of waming."
Ibid., 456. Shall we let the history of
Israel be repeated in our experience?

.,; I was pointed back to ancient Isrdel.
BUltwo of the adults ofthe vast anny that
left Egypt entered the land of Canaan.
Their dead bodies were strewn in the
wilderness because of their transgres-
sions. Modem Israel are in greater danger
of forgetting God and being led into idol-
atry than were His ancient people. Many
idols are worshiped, even by professed
Sabbathkeepers.... The sins and iniqui-
Lies of rebellious Israel are recorded and
the picture presented before us as a warn-
ing that if we imitate Lheir example of

transgression, and depart from God we
shall fall as surely as did they. 'Now all
these things happened unto them for en-
samples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come.' I Corinthians 10: Ii."
Ibid .. vol. 1,609.

Objectionable Features

We are inclined to feel that only the
good features of the Exodus movement
were typical of experiences in the Advent
movement. But their mistakes and failures
and apostasies are also recorded for our
benefit.

., I question whether genuine rebellion
is ever curable. Study in Patriarchs and
Prophets the rebellion of Korah, Dathan
and Abiram.... It was led by two hundred
and fifty princes of the congregation, men
of renown. Call rebellion by its right name
and apostasy by its righL name, and then
consider that the experience of the ancient
people of God with all its objectionable
features was faithfully chronicled to pass

into history. The Scripture declares. 'Now
all these things happened unto them lor
ensamples: and they are wriuen for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come.' I Corinthians 10: I I."
Selected Messages, book 2, 393.

The history ofthe church in any period
is a reflection of the experiences of the
individual members. Church history is
made the personal experience of the ma-
jority of its members. This serics of stud-
ies on the Exodus or ancient Israel will
accomplish but little good unless we ap-
ply the lessons to our individual lives. The
experiences of ancient Israel are replete
with warnings, reproofs, and admonitions
that are invaluable to us as individuals. Ir
we fail to make a personal application this
series will have been given in vain.

We will be held accountable as indi-
viduals, for sin is always :]11 individual
matter. We sometimes speak of group or
national sins, but they are simply Lhe sins
of the majority of Lhe individuals who
make up the group or nation. The appeal
of the apostle Paul to those" upon whom
the ends of the world are come." is, that
as individuals we prolit by the mistakes
of thc individuals who made up the Exo-
dus movement. See I Corinthians 10: I-
II ... Notice the constant forgetfulness,
ingrdtitude, and failure of Israel. 'In trac-
ing the progress of Israel in the wilder·
ness. I read the history of my own heart
and life.''' -Saphir in The Lord's
Prayer, 519. Let us endeavor to do the
same during this series. 0

Will You Receive the Latter Rain?
Continued from 5

precious in its holy, uplifting innuence is
not to be degraded to a level with COIll-
mon, ordinary matters. It is always to
remain uncontaminated by the fallacies by
which Satan seeks to deceive. if possible,
the very ciccI." Ibid.

6) We must follow Jesus each step of
the way... We arc to keep walking con-
tinually in the footsteps of Jesus, working
in lIis lines, dispensing His gifts as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
Satan will be ready to give to anyone who
is not learning every day of Jesus, a
special message of his own creating. in
order to make of no effect the wonderful
truth lor this time." SeleCled Messages,
book I. 191.

7) At the time of the lauer rain there
will be earnest soul-searching prayer.
"Ask ye of the Lord rain in the Lime oflhe
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latter rain; so lhe Lord shall make bright
clouds, and give them showers of rain, to
every one grass in the field." Zechariah
10:1.

.• We must never forget the warnings
of Christ, 'Watch unto prayer,' 'Watch...
. and pray always.' A connection with the
divine agency every moment is essential
to our progress. We may have had a
measure of the Spirit of God. but by
prayer and faith we are continually to seek
more of the Spirit. It will never do to cease
our efforts. Irwe do not progress, ifwe do
not place ourselves in an attitude to re-
ceive both thc lormer and the lauer rain,
we shall lose our souls. and the responsi-
bility will lie at our own door." Testimo-
nies 10 A4inislers. 508.

8) We must flrsL appropriatc the full
power of the early rain. "It is God who
began the work, and He will finish !lis
work. making man complete in Jesus

Christ. But there must be no neglect oflhe
grace represented by the former rain."
Ibid., 507.

9) We must have a humble spirit. "As
we seek God lor the floly Spirit, il will
work in us mcekness, humbleness of
mind, a conscious dependence upon God
forthe perfecting lauer rain. If we pray for
the blessing in faith, we shall receive it as
God has promised." Ibid., 509.

10) There must be camest. persistent
preparation. "'Not one orus will gain the
victory without persevering, untiring ef-
fort. proportionate to the value or the
object whieh we seck, even eternal life."
Ibid., 51 I.

Results of the Latter Raiu

Inspiration also shares with us t.he results
hum the pouring out of the latter rain. It is
under the of the latter rain that



At that time the" latter rain," or refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, will come, to

give power to the loud voice ofthe third angel,
and prepare the saints to stand in the period when
the seven last plagues shall be poured out

God's work will be lully accomplished:
I) The earth's harvest wi II become

fully ripe; the tinal call to leave the apos-
tatc churches will be made; and the gospel
work witl be tinished. "The work witl be
similar to that of the day of Pentecost. As
the 'former rain' was given, in the out-
pouring of the Iioly Spirit at the opening
of the gospel, to causl:: the upspringing of
the precious seed. so the 'Iaucr rain' will
be given at its close lor the ripening of the

harvest." The Great Controversy, 611.
"The great work of the gospel is not to

close with less manifestation of the power
of God than marked its opening. The
propheeies whieh were fultilled in the out-
pouring oCthe fonncr rain at the opening of
the gospel are again to be futlilled in the
latter rain at its elose." Ibid., 611-612.

2) It will be at this time that God's
saints witl be prepared to pass through the
time of trouble and will then be ready for
the return of Jesus. ,. When the third an-
gel's message closes, mercy no longer
pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the
earth. The people of God have accom-
plished their work. They have received
'the latter rain,' 'the refreshing from the
presence of the Lord,' and they are pre-
pared for the trying hour before them."
Ibid.,613.

,. At that time the 'latter rain,' or re-
freshing from the presence of the Lord,
will come, to give power to the loud voice
of the third angel, and prepare the saints to
stand in the period when the seven last
plagues shall be poured out." Writ-
ings,86.

" BUl near the close of eal1h 's harvest,
a special besto\.val of spiritual grace is
promised to prepare the church for the
coming of the Son of man. This outpour-
ing of the Spirit is likened to the falling of
the latter rain; and it is for this added
power that Christians are to send their
petitions to the Lord of the harvest 'in the
time of the lauer rain.'" The rlets of the
Apostles, 55.

"Those who come up to every point,

and stand every test, and ovt=rcome, be the
price what it may. have heeded the coun-
sel of the True Witness, and they witl be
tilled by the laller rain for translation."
Spiritual Gifts. vol. 2, 226.

Rejecting the LlItter Rain

Unlortunately. some believe that they
can ignore the necessary preparation of
the early rdin and still have their charac-

ters perfected by the latter rain, but no one
who has failed to allow the fom,er rain to
work the mimcle of character transforma-
tion will benefit from the latter rain:

"The ripening of lhe grain represents
lhe completion oClhe work orGod's grace
in the soul. By the power 0[' the Holy
Spirit the moral image of God is to be
perfeeted in the character. We are to be
wholly transformed into the likeness of
Christ. The lauer rain, ripening earth's
harvest, represents the spiritual grace that
prepares the church for the coming of the
Son orman. But unless the former rain has
fallen, there will be no life; the green
blade will not spring up. Unless the early
showers have done their work, lhe latter
rain can bring no seed lO perfection."
Testimonies to Ministers, 506.

Among God's people there will be many
who will not be ready to receive the latter
rain. The servant of the Lord plainly identi-
tied the characteristics of these people:

I) They do not purily their lives.., I
was shown that if God's people make no
elTons on their pal1, but wail for the
refreshing to come upon them and remove
their wrongs and correct their errors; if
they depend upon that to cleanse them
from tilthiness or the Ilesh and spirit. and
tit them to engage in the loud ery or the
third angel, they will be found wanting.
rhe refreshing or pov,o'er of God comes
only on those who have prepared them-
selves for it by doing the work which God
bids them, namely, cleansing themselves
from all tilthiness or the Ilesh and spirit,
perfecling holiness in the of God."

Teslimonies. vol. 1,619.
2) They do not have a living connec-

tion with God. "But unless the members
of God's church today have a living con-
neetion with the Source of all spiritual
growth, they will not be ready 1'01' the time
of reaping. Unless they keep their lamps
trimmed and burning, they will fail of
receiving added grace in times of special
need." The Acts ajthe Apostles, 55.

3) They have been consorting with the
fallen churches of Babylon. "Therefore
the showers have been withholden, and
there hath been no latter rain; and thou
hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst
to be ashamed." Jeremiah 3:3.

The lauer rain will be poured out upon
a people who have been tested and tried;
the shaking and the sifiing will have done
its work; and all that can be shaken will
have been shaken. It will fall at the pres-
entation of the third angel's message in
the fullest power.

We arc now living in a most urgent
lime, for we have but a moment ofproba-
lionary time in which to prepare our hearts
and lives that we may receive the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit. All those who fail
10 receive the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit will be lost eternally, lor they will
have failed to come up to every point and
to stand the tests that have come to them.
They will have put the things of this world
belore the things of God; they will have
allowed their lives to be compromised by
their own passions and lust.

Now is the time to mature our relation-
ship with God by putting aside all things
earthly and placing our mind. resources,
and witness to the finishing or God's
work. The lattcr rain prepares us for the
return of the Lord. In lhe most beautiful
words James explains the eameSlncss
with which Ileaven is waiting lor the
precious harvest of the world, "Be patient
therefore. brethren. unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for
the precious fruit of the earth. and hath
long patience for il, until he receive the
early and latter rain. Be ye also patient;
slablish your hearts: for the coming oftht:
Lord draweth nigh." James 5:7-8.

My earnest burden is that nOl one
reader will fail now of that necessary
preparation to receive lhe latter rain, to
give the loud cry, to warn a world in need.
and 10 prepare tor translation. 0
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under heaven. See Colossians 1:8,23. But
enthusiasm waned. Attitudes which con-
flicted with Christ's teaching developed
within the church. The "mystery of iniq-
uity" began its baneful work in Paul's
day. 2 Thessalonians 2:7. At Corinth jeal-
ousy, evil sunnising, and an accusative
spirit slammed the door against the
Spirit's gentle ministry. "Their conten-
tions revealed that they had not the mind
and Spirit of Christ." Review and Herald,
December I I, 1900. Unbelief, the root of
all apostasy, raised its ugly head as "the
spirit of error" and displaced" the spirit of
truth." See 1 John 4:6.

Contributing factors varied greatly.
Ellen White tells us that the seven
churches of Revelation two and three
represent the condition of the church in
different periods of the Christian Era, and
the messages extend to the end of time.
See The Acts ofthe Apostles, 585.

Jesus charged the Ephesus church
with having left their first love, and unless
they remedied the situation, He would
remove their candlestick. Jesus pleaded
for repentance and reform, for a doing of
the first works which might act as a breeze
upon the dying embers of their love and
cause them to burst into flame again. But
they quenched the Spirit, who imparts
love. "Jesus came to impart to the human
soul the Holy Spirit, by which the love of
God is shed abroad in the heart." Selected
Messages, book I, 386.

How does a church or an individual lose
this first love? By taking the eyes off Jesus.
"The early Christians began to look for
defects in one another. Dwelling uponmis-
takes, giving place to unkind criticism, they
lost sight of the Saviour and of the great
love He had revealed for sinners.... And,
saddest of all, they were unconscious of
their loss." Testimonies, vol. 8,241. "After
a time coldness crept into the church. Dif-
ferences unworthy of notice sprang up, and
the eyes of the believers were taken from
beholding Jesus.... Love for one another
began to wane. Multitudes ... were left
unwarned." Then comes the question
"How is it with the church of today?"
Review and Herald, May 26, 1903.

When the spirit of the world enters the
heart, the Spirit of holiness departs-
those who affiliate with the ungodly catch
their spirit. In some degree this condition
exists in the church now, and in conse-
quence our churches lack power.

In flirting with the world, the church
absorbs its spirit and loses its own distinc-
tive character. Then the Spirit withdraws
His gifts. The Spirit cannot tacitly ap-

WhyWas the
Holy Spirit Withdrawn?

This article is reprinted from Dewitt Os-
good's book entitled Preparing for the
Latter Rain.

THIS
chapter covers about eighteen

centuries of church history in which
God's two witnesses, the Old and

the New Testaments, testified in sackcloth.
During this period the church indistinctly
understood the Spirit's leadership. In Old
Testament days Israel in stubborn unbelief
vexed the Holy Spirit for fifteen hundred
years by incessantly complaining, by frater-
nization with the heathen, by idolatry, by

Sabbath pollution, by rejecting God's
Spirit in the prophets; and ftnally, in New
Testament times, by insulting the Most
High in attributing to Beelzebub the
Spirit's work as manifested in Jesus. Thus
those whom God "made partakers of the
Holy Ghost" offered "despite unto the
Spirit of grace." Hebrews 6:4; 10:29. Yet
the Christian church failed in a large
measure to learn the lessons of history.

Empowered by the early-rain outpour-
ing of the Spirit, the apostolic church
carried the message of our Lord's triumph
over sin and the grave to every creature

--------IDewittOsgoodl--------
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N o truth is more clearly taught in the Bible
than that God by His Holy Spirit

especially directs His servants on earth in the
great movements for the carrying forward of
the work of salvation.

prove the backslidden. On the other hand,
"if the church had always retained her
peculiar, holy character, the power of the
Holy Spirit ... would still be with her.
The sick would be healed, devils would be
rebuked and cast out, and she would be
mighty and a terror to her enemies." Early
Writings, 227.
Soon doctrinal changes plagued the

church. "One by one the old standard-
bearers fell at their post. Some of the
younger workers . . . had become weary
of oft-repeated truths. In their desire for
something novel and startling they at-
tempted to introduce new phases of doc-
trine." The Acts ofthe Apostles, 580.

The Smyrna church followed the ap-
ostolic era. During this time pagan Rome
waged several general persecutions
against Christians, but such trials, instead
of destroying faith, sifted the unfaithful
and firmed up the loyal.

Satan changed his method of attack
during the Pergamos period. Unconverted
pagans infiltrated the church: "When
Christians consented to unite with those
who were but half converted from pagan-
ism, they entered upon a path which led
further and further from the truth. Satan
exulted.... He ... inspired them [the half
converted] to persecute those who re-
mained true to God." The Great Contro-
versy, 45. Church leaders proclaimed
Christ's glories in one breath and berated
them in the neX!. They renounced the
world publicly, but privately invited it in
through the backdoor. Forms and ceremo-
nies replaced a "Thus saith the Lord."

Apostasy deepened during the Thya-
tira Era. The church assumed prerogatives
belonging to the Holy Spirit and declared
itself the sole interpreter of Scripture. The
Papacy not only persecuted the saints but
also thought itself able to change times
and laws. According to Daniel 8:11-13,
the visible church cast "the truth to the
ground" and trampled underfoot or dese-
crated the heavenly sanctuary.

LibertY to worship God according to the
dictates of conscience suffered. From the
book The Great Controversy we read:
"When the early church became corrupted
by departing from the simplicity of the
gospel and accepting heathen rites and
customs, she lost the Spirit and power of
God; and in order to control the consciences
ofthe people, she sought the support ofthe
secular power. The result was the Papacy, a
church that controlled the power ofthe state
and employed it to further her own ends,
especially for the punishment of 'heresy.' "
The Great Controversy, 443.

With the development of printing and
the coming age of discovery and intellec-
tualism, students began to explore the
Bible with new interests. The Reforma-
tion spurred the translation of Scripture
into the vernacular and encouraged the
common people to read it. Light began to
dispel darkness.

The Sardis period produced some no-
table names: Martin Luther and the three
Johns-John Calvin, John Knox, and
John Wesley. The Spirit of God liberated
a multitude from the thralldom of priest-
craft, superstition, and spiritual slavery.

Some Reformers gathered sizable follow-
ings, but the resulting denominations re-
jected the spirit of their founders-the
spirit that presses on and on to obtain
more and more light and to practice it.
Denominationalism wrapped its garments
of self-sufficiency around the various
Protestant bodies to imprison their com-
municants into so many cages.

As spiritual apathy and indifference
set in, the Reformation faltered. "The
Protestant churches of America-and
those of Europe... failed to press forward
in the path of reform," and as an inevita-
ble result" religion again degenerated into
formalism." As time went on, "the spirit
inspired by the Reformation gradually
died out, until there was almost as great
need of reform in the Protestant churches
as in the Roman Church in the time of
Luther." Ibid. 297-298.
Three great truths undergird Protes-

tantism: (I) the Bible and the Bible only
as the rule offaith and practice; (2) right-
eousness by faith; (3) the right of each
person to obey the dictates of his own
conscience, Of, using another term, the
priesthood of the individual. To cancel
these truths, Satan launched a counterre-
formation. "He led many to value it [the
Bible] but lightly.... He had induced
Christians to ally themselves, not now
with pagans, but with those who, by their
devotion to the things of this world, had
proved themselves to be as truly idolaters

as were the worshipers of graven im-
ages." Ibid.

Thus the Sardis lamp, without the
church realizing it, flickered and went out,
and the Philadelphia church, ordained of
God to prepare the way for the third
angel's message, followed. This church
gladly accepted the superintendency of
the Holy Spirit: "No truth is more clearly
taught in the Bible than that God by His
Holy Spirit especially directs His servants
on earth in the great movements for the
carrying forward of the work of salva-
tion." Ibid., 343.

Everywhere, even in mission lands,
the fires of evangelism flared. By papers,
tracts, and booklets the flames spread as
verily as by the preaching of the Word.
Outstanding leaders included Manuel de
Lacunza, a Roman Catholic priest; Joseph
Wolff, a converted Jew who was called
..missionary to the world"; and William
Miller, who emphasized the 2300-day
prophecy of Daniel 8:14. The mathemat-
ics of the prophecy challenged preachers
and church members of all faiths. Many
proclaimed, " The hour of his judgment is
come" -and the 2300-day prophecy
proved it. A general expectancy of
Christ's immediate return prevailed.

But as the time approached, and espe-
cially when the event did not take place in
the spring of 1844, the popular churches,
unwilling to accept the further leadings of
the Holy Spirit, turned against all prophetic
teaching. Those who could not deny the
presence of the Holy Spirit in their experi-
ence earnestly studied the Scriptures for
light and guidance. As a result they learned
that the types as well as the mathematics of
the prophecy pointed to October 22 as the
time when the cleansing of the sanctuary
would take place. They saw, too, that the
parable of the ten virgins represented their
position. The Bridegroom had tarried;
moreover, the popular churches as foolish
virgins without the oil of the Holy Spirit in
their vessels had, as predicted, abandoned
the movement.
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The message given to the world, the
Midnight Cry, proclaimed during the
summer and autumn of 1844, fulfilled
Matthew 25:6: "At midnight there was a
cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him." Fed by
the oil of the Holy Spirit. the revival fires
blazed higher than before. The Midnight
Cry and the message of the second angel,
"Babylon is fallen," now joined the judg-
ment-hour message. The result: .. Like a
tidal wave the movement swept over the
land.... Like showers of rain upon the
thirsty earth. the Spirit ofgrace descended
upon the earnest seekers. ... The soften-
ing, subduing power of the Holy Spirit
melted the heart as lIis blessing was
bestowed in rich measure upon the faith-
ful, believing ones." Ibid.• 400, 402-403.

With the passing of the time came a
tempest of stinging taunts. The sincere
asked themselves, Have we been led by an
unholy spirit? No, they reasoned, no evil
spirit could awaken in their hearts such a
warmth of love for Jesus as they had
experienced. Ellen G. White affirms.
"The first and second angers messages
were given at the right time and accom-
plished the work which God designed to
accomplish by them." As the believers
viewed their experience, "they dared not
deny that the power of the Holy Spirit had
witnessed to the preaching of the Second
Advent. ... They could not consent. .. to
renounce positions which had been
reached ... by minds enlightened by the
Spirit of God." Ibid., 405-406.

As disappointed ones considered
all tha: had happened, they realized that
"they had done the will of God in fallow-
ing the guidance of Ilis Spirit. ...To re-
nounce their faith now, and deny the
power of the Holy Spirit which had at-
tended the message, would be drawing
back toward perdition." Ibid., 408. With
confidence they looked to the future.
Would the Spirit leave them tom, bruised,
and bleeding? Indeed not! "God did not
forsake His people; His Spirit still abode
with those who did not rashly deny the
light." Ibid., 407. They encouraged one
another with the Bible promise, "Weep-
ing may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning." Psalm 30:5.

Let every member of God's last
church beware lest he neglect the lessons
of history and God withdraw His Spirit to
leave him entangled in the deceptions he
loves. "The path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day." Proverbs 4: 18. 0
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The Duty of Confession
Continued from 7

my transgressions: and my sin is ever
before me.... Hide thy face ITom my sins,
and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in
me a clean heart, 0 God; and rencw a right
spirit within mc. Cast me not away (i·om thy
presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit Irom
me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salva-
tion; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, 0 God.
thou God of my salvation; and my tongue
shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 0
Lord, open thou my lips: and my mouth
shall shew forth thy praise. For thou de-
sirest not sacri fice; else would I give it: thou
delightest not in burnt offering. The sacri-
fices of God are a broken spirit: a broken
and a contrite heart. 0 God, thou wilt not
despise." Psalm 51:1-3,9-17.

Whatever the character of YOUT sin,
confess it. If it is against God only, confess
only to lIim. If you have wronged or
offended others, confess also to them. and
the blessing of the Lord will rest upon you.
In this way you die to self, and Christ is
formed within. ·Thus you may establish
yourself in the confidence ofyour brethren,
and may be a help and a blessing to them.

When, under the temptations of Satan,
men fall into error, and their words and
deportment are not Christlike, they may not
realize their condition, because sin is decep-
tive, and tends to deaden the moral percep-
tions. But through self-cxamination, search-
ing of the Scriptures, and humble prayer.
they will, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, be
enabled to see their mistake. If they then
confess their sins and tum iTom them, the
tempter will not appear to them as an angel of
light, but as a deceiver, an accuser of those
whom God desires to use to His glory. Those
who acknowledge reproof and correction as
from God, and are thus enabled to see and
correct their errors, are learning precious
lessons, even from their mistakes. 1l1cir
apparent defeat is turned into victory. They
stand trusting not to their own strength, but to
the strength of God. They have earnestness,
zeal, and affection, united with humility, and
regulated by tl,e precepts of God's Word.
'rnus they bring forth the peaceable fTuits of
righteousness. 'rne Lord can teach them His
will, and they shall know the doctrine,
whether it be ofGod. They walk not stum-
blingly, but safely, in a path where the light
ofHeaven shines.

There must be with all our laborers a
spirit of meekness. of penitence. God rc-
quires that those who minister in word and

doctrine shall serve Him with all the powers
of body and mind. Our consecration to God
must be unreserved, our love ardent. our
faith unwavering. Then the expressions of
the lips will testify to the quickened intelli-
gence of the mind and the deep movings of
the Spirit of God upon the soul.

Men in the highest positions need to
real ize that they are as dependent upon
God as are the humblest of their brethren.
The greater their light and the clearer their
knowledge of the truth. the greater is their
responsibility. If they arc clothed with the
righteousness of Christ, they will have a
humble estimation of themselves. In the
worship ofGod. and in confession of sin.
they will be as the lowliest of lIis crea-
tures, while at the same time they will take
the lead and set the example in everything
that is pure and noble. They will be
despised by many for their piety, humil-
ity, and conscientiousness. They will be a
byword and a hissing to those who, while
they profess godliness, are not connected
with God. Bot they will be honored by
Heaven, and by men whose hearts have
not been hardened by rejection of light.

Brethren, I sce your peril, and again I
ask, Do yOll who err make any ell'ort to
correct tl,e wrong? SOliis may be stumbling
along, walking in darkness, because you
have not made straight paths for your feet.
If you arc in positions of trust. I appeal the
more earnestly to you, for your own souls'
sake and far the sake of those who look to
you as guides, repent before God for every
mistake made. and confess your error.

If you indulge stubbornness of heart,
and through pride and self-righteousness
do not confess your faults, you will be left
subject to Satan's temptations. Ifwhen the
Lord reveals your errors you do not repent
or make confession, His providence will
bring you over the ground again and
again. You will be len to make mistakcs
ofa similar character, you wi11 continue to
lack wisdom, and will call sin righteous-
ness, and righteousness sin. The multitude
ofdeceptions that will prevail in these last
days will encircle you. and you will
change leaders. and not know that you
have done so.

I ask you who are handling sacred
things, I ask the individual members of the
church. Have you confessed your sins? If
not, begin now; for your souls arc in great
peril. If you die with your mistakes con-
cealed, unconfessed, you die in your sins.
The mansions that Jesus has gone to pre-
pare for all who love Him, will be peopled
by those who arc free from sin. But sins that
are not confessed will ncver be forgiven;



God could not have blessed you without
sanctioning sin and confirming you in

unbelief. You have been deceiving yourselves
and deceiving others, and the Holy Spirit will
never by its work or witness make God a liar.

the name orhil11 who thus rejects the grace
of God will be blotted out of the book of
life. The time is at hand when every secret
thing shall be brought into judgment, and
then there will be many contessions made
that will astonish the world. The secrets of
all hearts will be revealed. The confession
ofsin will be most public. The sad part of it
is that confession then made will be too late
to benefit the wrongdoer or to save others
from deception. It only testifies that his
condemnation isjusLHegained nothing by
his pride and self-sufficiency and stubborn-
ness, for his own life was imbittered; he
ruined his own character so that he was not
a fit sUQject orheaven, and by his innuence
he led others to ruin.

To your friends you may now so repre-
sent your course ofaction as to make apretty
fair showing for yourselves. To one who
docs not know the objectionable leatures of
your character, it may be an easy matter for
you to present plausible excuses for your
indecision, YOLlr unwillingness to confess
your sins. But how will these eXCuses stand
with Him who judgeth righteously? Will you
present the same reasoning when you are
brought before the tribunal ofGod, when the
eye of the Lord is lixed upon you, and the
angels of heaven are looking on? It is thus
that every man's account must be yielded up.
What, Olen, can any 01' you gain by being
untrue to himself: giving to others a repre-
sentation which you could not in any case lay
belore God?

The Lord reads every secretofthe heart.
He knows all things. You may now close
the book of your remembrance, in order to
escape confessing your sins; but when the
judgment shall sit, and the books shall be
opened, you cannot close them. The record-
ing angel has te:-;tified that which is true. All
that you have tried to conceal and forget is
registered, and will be read to you when it
is too late lor wrongs to be righted. Then
you will be overwhelmed with despair. 0, it
is a terrible thing that so many are tritling
with eternal interests, closing the heart
against any course of action which shall
involve confession!

YOti who have erred and have made
crooked paths for your feet, so that others
who look to yOll for an example have been
turned aLit of the way, have you no confes-
sion to make? You who have sowed
doubts and unbeliefin the hearts ofothers,
have you nothing to say to God or to your
brethren? Review your course lor years in
the past, you who have not formed a habit
of confessing your sins. Consider your
words, your attitude, you whose influence
has counteracted the message of the Spirit

of God, you that have despised both the
message and the messenger. After seeing
the fruit borne by the message, what have
you to say? Weigh your spirit, your ac-
tions, in the balance of eternal justice, the
law ofGod: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and .. thy
neighbor as thyself." Matthew 22:37-39.
Unless your sins are canceled, they will
testify against you at that day when every
work shall pass in review before God.

Confession would break up the fallow
ground of the heart; it would rid you of
your pride and selkomplacency. While
you neglect this work, wonder not that the

Holy Spirit has not softened your heart
and led you into all truth. God could not
have blessed you without sanctioning sin
and confirming you in unbelief. You have
been deceiving yourselves and deceiving
others, and the Holy Spirit will never by
its work or witness make God a liar.

Away with your quibbling and cavil-
ing! Say not with a smile, \< It is not ex-
pected that any man can be perfect;" that
you do not claim to be inspired. This is a
pitiable mask. What is the need of the Holy
Spirit, if it teaches you only what your finite
judgment already assents to? In His provi-
dence, God has followed up His Written
Word with testimonies of waming to lead
you to the truths orHis Word. He has pitied
the ignorance ofman, has pitied the proud,
rebellious soul, and has presented help to
lead you away I'rom unbelief to faith, ifyou
would be led. God has loved you too well to
spare your feelings; He has given yOll
wamings and reproofs to save you. But you
have made light of the warnings and en-
treaties, and have refused to heed them.

Will you seek the Lord during this
Week or Prayer? Will you humble the
heart before God, confess your sins, and
end mercy and forgiveness? I beseech
you, "Seek ye the Lord whi Ie he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near:
let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have

mercy upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon." Isaiah 55:6-7.
Look in faith to the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world.

It is not now too late for wrongs to be
righted. Christ invites you to come and take
of the water of life treely. Let no man
deceive you with the sophistry that excuses
sin. Telt every man who makes light of the
wamings and reproofs of the Spirit ofaod,
that you dare not do this yoursel f any
longer; that although the eyes of your
understanding have been blinded, and you
have been misled, and have come to wrong
decisions, you will n01 be deceived and

blinded longer. Come out 01' the cave, and
stand with God on the mount, and see what
the Lord has to say to you. Have implicit
laith in God, and do not depend upon self.

"Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no
guile.... I acknowledge my sin unto thee,
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I
will confess my transgressions unto the
Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of
my sin." Psalm 32:1-2, 5.

"The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God,
thou wilt not despise." Psalm 51: 17. "For
thus saith the high and lofty one lhal in-
habiteth etemity, whose name is holy; I dwell
in the high and holy place, with him also that
is ofa contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit ofthe humble, and to revive thc heart of
the contrite ones." Isaiah 57: 15.

And to all who seek Him with true
repentance, God gives the assurance: '" I
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins:
return unto me; for I have redeemed
thee." Isaiah 42:22. These promises are
full of comfort and hope and peace. 0

Review and Herald, December 16, 1890.
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informed me that the Union Committee
had voted to recommend such ordination.

Once again it was decision time. I
discussed this call with my wife and sons,
while not neglecting to seek God's guid-
ance. Uppermost in my mind was the
thought that my dearest loved ones knew
me best and knew the sort of man I was
when all the doors ofthe house were closed.
I feared that, knowing me so well, they
might feel the ranks of the ministry would
be diluted by my presence. It is amazing
how blind to one's faults truly loving fam-
ily members can be. All were encouraging.
I recall my eldest son, Stephen, who was
pursuing his education in Australia and was
twenty years of age at the time of my
ordination, writing to say that he would be
proud ofhis father should I accept.

I further valued Colin's advice. He had
been ordained almost ten years earlier, in
April 1971. I well knew how seriously he
had taken his call to the gospel ministry and
his humble dedication to God's work. I
have not forgotten his sound advice. "If
you cannot see fit to devote the remainder
of your life in ministry," he wrote, "please
do not accept this call. You must see
yourselfas a minister ofthe gospel first and
a physician second; otherwise you will
dishonor your ordination." Then he added
ominously, "But I know you have not
sought this call. Thus I believe that it is a
call from God. It would be a fearful matter
to reject a call from the Lord."

On December 6, 1980, the day of my
ordination, I solemnly vowed to my God
that, under His direction, I would place
my ministerial call first in my life. I was
forty-seven years of age. In the twelve
years that followed, our Lord truly blessed
my ministry. I felt compelled to protest
the alarming escalation ofapostasy within
our ranks. At no time did I believe that my
position in the organized work relieved
me of the responsibility of warning our
people of the perilous state of God's
church. As my writings and preaching
spread around the world, opposition was
generated. It was especially seen in my
homeland, the South Pacific Division.
Numerous letters were written to the Far
Eastern Division defaming my efforts. On
each occasion the presidents of the two
divisions met, my work was a subject of
discussion. After 1991, the Trans-Euro-
pean Division joined the protests.

But despite these thrusts against my
ministry God still had a work for me to
accomplish in His cause. Faithful men and
women were alerted in the United King-
dom and also in Southeast Asia. God's

God's Call to Ministry?, Part 2
president's request, pointing out that for a
century and more we had known Bible truth
on the docbine of righteousness by faith
and that there was no valid reason to remain
silent while error placed no halt upon its
spread. That response could have led to my
dismissal, but the Lord had more work for
me to do and no untoward results ensued.

Adventism Vindicatedwas published by
two faithful laymen, Brother Lowell Scar-
brough and Dr. Wendell Gibbs ofParadise,
California, and quickly ran to four editions.
Fifteen years later it continues to be a
sought-after book. In writing that book
Colin and I did not foresee that God would
lead us to coauthor an average ofmore than
one book per year in the years ahead. But
God led us on as one apostasy after another
infected our beloved church.

With my dismissal as a local church
elder and my defiance of the Union presi-
dent's request to withhold publication of
our book, in addition to the fact that I was
a physician, a call to the gospel ministry
was far trom my mind when the Union
president called me into his office and

I T was in Bangkok that Colin and I in
1979 made the Bangkok Tapes, three
audio tapes which set forth the history

of the entry of the New Theology into
God's church. Those tapes were to circle
the earth and alert many people to the
perils inherent in the teachings of Dr.
Ford. When I attended the Dallas General
Conference session as a delegate in 1980
many sought Colin and me to thank us for
the tapes.

It was also in 1979 that Colin and I
coauthored our first book Adventism Vin-
dicated. It was at that time the General
Conference announced a moratorium on
articles and discussion on the subject of
righteousness by faith until the matter was
decided in 1980 at Glacier View, Colo-
rado. In view of this the Union president,
who was our hospital board chairman,
sent me a letter requesting that I not
publish the manuscript ofAdventism Vin-
dicated since this book dealt with the
subject of righteousness by faith.

Once again I had a decision to make.
Politely, but firmly, I refused the Union
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H ad I coveted ordination and attempted to win
the favor ofthe church administrators who,

within the organization, recommend such matters,
my ordination would have been polluted. Itwould
not have been a call from God.

plans know no haste and no delay. As
long as I was serviceable to His cause all
these assaults could not alter God's course
forme.

When in May 1992, it became evident
to me that within three months I must
either compromise my convictions or lose
denominational employment, I well knew
the course my Lord would have me take.
While I had no idea what would take place
upon my return to the homeland I had a
deep faith that our God would lead me to
further ministry. I did not see my forced
permanent return to my homeland as a
grounds to breach the vow which I made
to God on the day ofmy ordination.

I arrived in Australia on September 4,
1992. The following month I reached my
fifty-ninth birthday. It was a Friday. In
order to know God's purposes for me I
had decided to seek no speaking appoint-
ments and to solicit no funds. As a physi-
cian I recognized that I could undertake
reliefwork which could supply means for
a part-time ministry. In seeking no speak-
ing appointments and soliciting no means
for support, I hoped to find God's plan for
my future ministry. I believe it is valid
both to seek appointments, and to spread
before God's people the financial needs of
our ministry, but for my personal ministry
I chose otherwise.

On September 5, 1992, the day fol-
lowing my arrival in Australia, I was
invited to preach the divine service in the
Windsor Church near Sydney, and to
speak in the afternoon to a large group of
believers in a school hall in Thornleigh, a
Sydney suburb. I have not ceased my
labors since that day. By October 1993,
every weekend of 1994 held appoint-
ments, and there were many reaching into
1995. Pray that the Lord returns before
these appointments are fulfilled.

The generosity of God's people has
been such that our ministry, Remnant Min-
istries, has been able to send tens of thou-
sands of dollars to support frontline evan-
gelism in Asia, Africa, Central America,
Eastern Europe, and the South Pacific.
Never has my faith in our God been so sure.
Never have I felt such certainty concerning
God's call to His ministry. Never have I felt
so content in selVice for Him.

On June 30, 1993, I met with seventeen
General Conference administrators, includ-
ing three vice presidents, six secretaries,
one treasurer, one division president, and
six departmental administrators, in order to
appeal my dismissal from denominational
service. In appealing I had three aims in
mind-to have an opportunity to present

before church administrators the matters
which had taken place, busting that God
would impress some to re-evaluate the
present course being run by the General
Conference administration; I also desired
that other denominational workers would
be afforded justice, including the right to
appear before the Executive Committee
charged with examining their case. And I
wished to be absolutely certain that our God
did not require me further in denomina-
tional service. The rejection of my appeal
reassured me on this third point. Rather
than feeling a sense of injustice, I simply

felt reassured that our Lord was content
with my service in the self-supporting arm
ofHis church. I determined more than ever
to serve my dear Master with faithfulness,
upholding Him, the purity ofHis truth, and
performing His required service to His
flock.

On October 27, 1993, I reached my
sixtieth birthday. Rather than planning
retirement, I plan to follow my Lord's
direction for the future. I perceive very
serious times ahead. I value the sincere
prayers of God's people. Surely no man
requires those prayers more than I do, for
I too could well be a castaway. I need
prayers that God will guide me to speak
and to write at His behest and in His mold,
rather than in the impetuous words so
prone to one carrying an explosive mix-
ture ofEnglish, Celtic, and German genes.
Above all, I need the wisdom and meek-
ness ofthe Saviour. As I review my call to
Christ's ministry, I recognize several mat-
ters which would totally unqualify me to
further pursue a work for Him.

Had I rushed ahead of the Lord and
demanded a work for Him, irrespective of
His leading, I would not have a call at all.
Had I coveted ordination and attempted to
win the favor of the church administrators
who, within the organization, recommend
such matters, my ordination would have
been polluted. It would not have been a
call from God.

If 1 had muted my concems in order to

receive the plaudits of man, my ministry
would have shamed my God. As I ponder I
recognize that our Lord has taken this miry
piece ofclay and placed the greatest treasure
in that cracked, chipped, and rough vessel.
Unless I sincerely confess every day that" I
am undone; because 1am a man of unclean
lips" (Isaiah 6:5) and plead that God touch
my lips with a live coal from off His altar,
that He may take awaymy iniquity and purge
me from my sins (Isaiah 6:6-7), God will
quite rightly remove His call from me as He
did in the case ofKing Saul.

I must ever keep in mind the fact that I

need to follow Paul's example. He·could
honestly say, "I have coveted no man's
silver, or gold, or apparel." Acts 20:33. If
1were to work for our God with my eye to
income in excess of simple needs, I would
negate my calling. If I were to invent
schemes to surreptitiously exploit my
ministry in order to covertly add to my
income, my ministry would be destroyed.
If I were to envy the income of other
ministries, either self-supporting or in the
organized work, I would show myself
unfit for God's service. If I believed that
as faithful men and women through sacri-
fice and love for God, increased their
financial support for my ministry, that this
gave me liberty to increase my own in-
cornel rather than to use the additional
means to expand the Lord's work, I would
disgrace my ministry. If! do not have trust
that God can supply every need of the
ministry, I am a man devoid of faith. If I
were to believe that other men owe me a
living, I would be spiritually deluded.

I need to ask God to daily keep me from
selfish motivation. My ministry is but one
little light. I must rejoice at the spiritual
successes ofother ministries, whether self-
supporting or within the organized work. I
must weep at their failures. Always upper-
most in my heart must be the cause ofGod
and its success. To focus all my attention
upon my own ministry, would dishonor my
Lord and disqualify me for His service.

We are not the spiritual leaders of
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I t is the privilege ofthe watchmen on the wallsofZion to live so near to God, and to be so
susceptible to the impressions ofHis Spirit, that
He can work through them to tell sinners of their
peril, and point them to the place of safety.

ments, because they have presented to the
people fables instead of truth." The Sev-
enOl-day Adventist Bible Commel1fary. vol.
4, 1157. Thus I must seek God's Word
daily in order to know truth lor myself, so
that I may be able to impart it. "Those who
are in God's service should spend neither
time nor money for light reading." Testi-
monies, vol. 7,204.

Further, I must not disgrace my Lord
in my writings or publications. "Sacred
things arc not to be mingled with the
common. The papers that have so wide a
circulation should contain more precious
instruction than appears in the ordinary
publications of the day." Ibid, 153. We
are counseled that we "are not to look to
the world in order to learn what [we] shall
write and publ ish or what [we] shall
speak." Selected Messages, book 2, 371.

Most of all I must never forget that I
am nothing and Christ is all.

It is far easier to write these remarks
than it is to exemplify them in the life. But
I must believe that God takes the most
ordinary of men and by I-lis divine love
and power molds them into His service.
My own ministry is small, but nevel1he-
less, it is a very great honor to serve my
Lord. I eontinue to pray lie will refine me
further. and further, for there is still much
to accomplish in my own life. But I do
desire to "press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Philippians 3:14. It is my prayer
that "when the ehief Shepherd shall ap-
pear, [I] shall reeeive a erown ofglory that
fadeth not away." I Peter 5: 4. 0

faithfully are they to safeguard the interests
of the church. At no time may they relax
their vigilance. Theirs is a work requiring
the exercise ofevery faculty of the being. In
trumpet tones their voices are to be lifted,
and never should they sound one wavering,
uncertain nOlC. Not for wages are they to
labor, but because they cannot do other-
wise, because they realize that there is a
woe upon them if they fail to preaeh the
gospel." Ibid., 15.

I must not be easily discouraged. Like
my Saviour I must seek His character so
that I will neither be elated by praise nor
dejected by scorn. Rather, I must adopt
the noble position of Paul. "We are trou-
bled 011 every side, yel not distressed; we
are perplexed. but not in despair; perse-
cuted, but not lorsaken; east down, but not
destroyed." 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. If I seek
a following rather than servitude to God's
nock, I nullify my ordination.

I recognize that U Upon those who have
taken upon them the work of shepherds of
the nock, will be visited the heaviest judg-

The Sabbath:
Saturday or Sunday?

by Joel Allen

T his 6O-page booklet addresses the great testing
question for Earth's tinal generation: What is

God's true Sabbath-Saturday or Sunday? Or docs
it matter? The majority of the chapters arc com-
piled from studics in Bible Readillgs for the Homr
Circle (1916 edition) that address God's law and
the Sabbath.

An excellent book to share with someone
searching to learn more about what the Bible has to
say regarding this important subject.
Price: $1.50. Order 100 or more for only $1.05

each (a 30% discount). Please add 10% for postage
and handling ($1.50 minimum). Washington resi-
dents add 7.6% sales tax.

God's people-ehrist alone merits that
position-nevertheless, Christ's ministers
are the spiritual guardians of the people
entrusted to their care. Their work has been
likened to that of watchmen. "Upon their
faithl'ulness depended the safety of all
within." Go:,pel Workers, 14. Scripture
testifies to this fact: "So thou, 0 son of
man, I have set thee a watchman lInto the
house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hearthe
word at my mouth, and warn them from me.

When I say unto the wieked, 0 wicked
man, thou shall surely die; if thou dost not
speak to warn the wieked from his way, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood willi require at thine hand. Neverthe-
less, if thou warn the wicked of his way to
tum from it; ifhe do not tum from his way,
he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast
delivered thy soul." Ezekiel 33: 7-9.

Commenting upon these words Sister
White states: "These words of the prophet
declare the solemn responsibility resting
upon those who are appointed as guardi-
ans of the chureh, stewards of the myster-
ies ofGod. They are to stand as watchmen
on the walls of Zion, to sound the note of
alann at the approach of the enemy. Iffor
any reason their spiritual senses become
so benumbed that they are unable to dis-
cern danger, and through their failure to
give warning the people perish, God will
require at their hands the blood of those
who are losl." Go,pel Workers, 15.

I must be prepared to accept the un-
pleasant duty to warn men and women of
the consequences of their sins. My natural
reticence to accept this duty, if not over-
come, would disqualify me for ministry. "It
is the privilege of the watchmen on the
walls ofZion to live so near to God, and to
be so susceptible to the impressions of His
Spirit, that He ean work through them to tell
sinners of their peril, and point them to the
place of safety. Chosen ofGod, sealed with
the blood ofconsecration, they are Lo rescue
men and women from impending destruc-
tion. Faithfully are they to warn their fellow
men of the sure result of transgression, and
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You are pondering a Bible
verse when the question comes
up, "I wonder what Ellen
White said about t!UsT' But the
effort of searching out a passage
from among the dozens ofbooks
in your librarY would be tOO great
an interruption in your study, and
yOU continue to the ne){t te){t·
None of US can imagine what per-
sonal blessings are missed when
we pass by the Spirit of prophecy's
insights into the deep meaning of

Scripture.This Bible gives yOU instant ac-
cess to the added light of the Spirit of
Prophecy. Prominent comments are
printed at the bottom of each page.
And a marginal reference guides yOU
directly to other statements made in
Sister White'S bOOks. Nothing could be
more convenient. Anyone equipped
with the Spirit of Prophecy Study Bible
can instantly bring valuable insights to
his or her Bible study groUP or Sabbath

school class.This new printing also includes a Bi-
ble concordance and a subject index to the
Ellen G. White comments.Three colOrs: The Bibles are available
in black, naVY, or maroon bonded leather
with gold lettering. Please indicate your
ftrst and second choice of colors when

ordering.
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